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1. Name of Property

historic name Downtown Concord Historic District

other names/site number ___ N/A _

2. Location

parts of N.Main, S.Main, N,State, S.State, Dixon Ave., Depot St., Low Ave,,
street & number Hills Ave., Storrs St,, Odd Fellows Ave., School St., N/A&J not for publication
Capitol St., Park St., Pleasant St., Warren St.

city or town ___Concord N/ 40 vicinity

state New Hampshire code _NH _ county _ Merrimack code _013 2zip code 03301

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

![ As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby cenrtify that this B nomination

| (] request for determination of eligibility mests the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
| Historic Flaces a::d rneets the procedural and professional requirements set ferth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
B8 meets [} coes not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

L] nationaily O statewide W locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

My 6. Ducton 4/27/00

Signature of centifying official/Title Date

NEW HAMPSHIRE
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinicn, the property (] meets [ does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet fcr additional
comments.)

Signature of cznifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

/

4. Natignal Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that the propenrty is:

entered in the National Register.
[ See continuation sheet.

[ determined eiigible for the
National Register

[J See continuation sheet.

) determined not eligitle for the
National Register.

[J removed from the National
Register.

O other, (explain:)

L\/'-‘;
Datz of Actio
yi / U
e
lz




Downtown Concord Historic District
Name of Property

Merrimack County, New Hampshire
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
®l private O building(s)
&l public-local &l district
[J public-State O site
O public-Federal [J structure
. [ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter ‘N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing - Noncontributing
80 27 buildings
0 20 sites
1 structures
2 ' 2 objects
82 20 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

4

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE

GOVERNMENT/fire station

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE
RECREATION/sports facility

GOVERNMENT/police station RELIGION
RECREATION/theater LANDSCAPE/plaza
SOCIAL/meeting hall
RELIGION/church
DOMESTIC/single dwelling
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Fnter categories from instructions)
see attached foundation STONE
walls BRICK
GRANTTE
roof TAR
other N/A

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Downtown Concord Historic Discrict
Name of Propernty

Merrimack County, New Hampshire
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “'x" in one or more boxes for the crileria quaiifying the propeity
for National Register listing.)

(¥ A Properiy is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[J B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or methoad of ccnstruction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic vaiues, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[(J D Propenrty has yielded, or is likely to yieid,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x"" in all the boxes that apply.)

Propenrty is:

] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

J B removed from its original Iocaiion.

(0 C a birthplace or grave.

O D a cemetery.

[ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
[J F a commemorative property.

[0 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

"Arzas of Significance

(Emtar categories from instructions)

COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
C.1800-1949

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Aﬂiliation

”N/A

Architect/Builder

see continuation sheet

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

O previously listed in the National Register

[J previously determined eligible by the National
Register _

[J designated a National Historic Landmark

[J recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

(] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

[0 State Historic Preservation Office
J Other State agency
[ Federal agency
[J Local government
[J University
[J Other
Name of repository:
Concord Public Library

New Hampshire Historical Society



Downtown Concord Historic District

Name of Property

Merrimack County, New Hampshire

County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _<tpprOX. 25 acre§

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1119 12193191310 lai71816 8 16.10 |
Zone Easting ‘Northing
2[119 i2|914 0@101r[417 8 16 21610!

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the bcundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a centinuation sheet.)

L9 RPB3PRP| kyBERDD
Zone Easting Northing
slL8 | RpPB3b2P| LyBEERD

See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namelftitle

organization

Lisa Mausolf, Preservation Consultant for the

Concord Heritage Commission

street & number

city or town

20 Terrace Park

telephone

Reading

date September 1999

(781) 942-2173

MA Zip code

01867

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name

See

continuation sheet

street & number

city or town

telephone

zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Architectural Ciassification (continued):

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal

MID-19th CENTURY: Greek Revival

LATE VICTORIAN: Gothic

ILATE VICTORIAN: Italianate

LATE VICTORIAN: Second Empire

LATE VICTORIAN: Qucen Anne

LATE VICTORIAN: Stick/Eastlake

LATE 19th and 20th CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial Revival
LATE 19th and 20th CENTURY REVIVALS: Classica! Revival
LATE 19th and 20th CENTURY REVIVALS: Late Gothic Revival
LATE 19th and 20th CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style
MODERN MOVEMENT: Modeme
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The Downtewn Cencord Historic District is comprised of that section of Main Street and nearby
cross streets along which the city’s commercial district developed in the 19th century. Main Street
is a wide anc level thoroughfare that extends in a north-south dircction, roughly parallel to the
Mernimack River which lies about a quarter of a milc to the cast. Various streets enter the section
of Main Street included in the proposed disirict. Pleasant Street ncar the southern end of the
district is the dividing line between North and South Main Streets and North and South State
Streets. Other streets extending cast of Main Street include Loudon Road, Depot Strect, Freight
Strect, Hills Avenuc as well as alleys such as Phenix Avenuc, Low Avenue and Dixon Avenue.
Intersccting with Main Street from the west are Centre Street, Park Street, Capitol Street, School
Strect, Warren Street and Plcasant Street. State Strect extends in a north-south orientation a block
west of Main Street while Storrs Street is located a block to the east. Odd Fellows Avenue is now
a pedestrian way extending from Warren Street to Pleasant Street, west of North Main Street.

The district is bounded on the north by Loudon Road/Centre Strect, on the east by Storrs Strect
and on the south by Hills Avenue. The westem boundary of the district is more varied and
attempts to distinguish between the downtown’s commercial/institutional core and the residential
arcas to the west. The western boundary line for the district includes the rear lot lines for those
propertics on South Main Street north of Hills Avenue, extending along the rear lot line of the
properties on the south side of Pleasant Street between South Main Street and South State Street
and then cxtends along the rear lot line of the properties on the west side of North State Street as
far north as Capitol Street.

The buildings in the district are generally three to four stories in height with commercial storcfronts
on the first floor and a combination of offices, apartments and meeting halls on the upper floors.

At least five buildings in the district were reduced in height in the 1960s, either due to fire damage
or a desire to modernize. Red brick construction dominates but many of the buildings have granite,
sandstone or terra cotta trimmings and there is rich panorama of decorative detailing. Several
buildings including the New Hampshire Savings Bank at 97 N. Main Street (#88); the First Church
Christ Scientist (#107), the Stone Warehouse in Eagle Square (#10) and the Bank at 27 North
State Street (#108) are notable for their extensive use of New Hampshire granite. Examples of
wood-frame construction are limited to a handful of buildings on the side streets which were
initially residential in use and were later adapted for commercial purposes.

The Downtown Concord Historic District illustrates a range of styles of the nincteenth and early
twentieth centuries and includes examples of the Federal, Greck Revival, Second Empire, Gothic
Revival, Stick Style/Eastlake, Queen Anne, Romanesque, Colonial Revival, Classical Revival and
Modeme.
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Although the vast majority of the buildings in the district are commercial in nature, the district
includes many other uses as well. East of Main Street there are the remains of warehouses and
stables which were ideally located between the railroad yards which once stood to the east and the
commercial district. There are also three churches within the proposed district as well as
clubhouses, theaters, public buildings, houses, apartment buildings, public spaces and objects, both
historic and of recent design.

Four structures within the proposed district have been individually listed on the National Register:
the Eagle Hotel at 110 N. Main Street (#7; listed 9/20/78); the Endicott Hotel at 1-3 S. Main Strect
(#39; 5/29/87), the New Hampshire Savings Bank at 97 N. Main Street (#88; 6/14/88); and the
Upham Walker House at 18 Park Street (#94; 5/15/80).

There are relatively few intrusions in the area and in most cases, alterations to buildings in the
district have been minimal. The upper stories of the buildings retain much of their original
character although changes to storefronts are more widespread. Within the district there are
nineteen (19) buildings that are non-contributing due to their recent date of construction and eight
(8) buildings which are considered non-contributing due to degree of alteration. Not including the
four buildings which have already been individually listed on the National Register, there are 80
buildings which are considered contributing to the district. The district also includes one
noncontributing structure, 2 contributing objects and 2 noncontributing objects. There are also 20
noncontributing sites including eighteen vacant lots (mostly serving as paved parking lots) as well
as two pedestrian plazas created in 1976 and 1983.

A description of the individual properties which comprise the district follows, beginning at the
northeast end of the district and continuing southward along the east side of Main Street including
the structures on side streets to the east of Main Street to the southern terminus of the district,
continuing northward along the west side of Main Street, including structures on Pleasant, Warren,
School and Capitol Streets. This is followed by descriptions of properties along Park Street and
North State Street. Building/site numbers are keyed to the attached sketch map.
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1. Dow Building, 6 Dixon Avenue, 1883. Contributing building.

This 2 1/2-story, gablefront brick building was constructed in 18832 fronting what was then known
as Free Bridge Road. The utilitarian brick structure measures 3 x 12 bays and the original
windows have becn replaced by modern metal 6/6 sash. There arc simpic brick lintels and stone
sills. Centered on the north elevation is a modem raised brick stcop with a glazed vestibule. The
gable roof displays projccting eaves, is sheathed in asphalt shingles and is punctuated by several

skylights.

This is one of four brick buildings constructed by Samuel H. Dow of Wamer in 1882-3 or an acre
of land behind thc Eagle Hotel, bounded on the north by the Free Bridge Road (now Loudon Road)
and on the cast by the railroad tracks. Today only two of the buildings (6 Dixon Ave. and 8-14
Dixon Ave.) are still extant. The underpinning for the buildings was taken from the Old Prison
wall and in total approximately 700,000 bricks were used. The mason work was done by
Richardson & Farmcr and the carpenter work by Lorenzo Dow, under the direction of Charles S.
Piper.

The property was later sold by Samuel Dow to Armenia White. In 1893 the Salvation Army Hall
was located on the second floor while the remainder of the building served as a sash, door and blind
warehouse. By 1899 this building was being used by the Rumford Printing Co. There was a
bindery and electrotype room on the first floor, a job room on the second and printing in the
basement. In 1906 a machine shop was located here and a plumbing shop and tin shop shared
space in the building in 1914. Orr & Rolfe Co., plumbers and electricians, were located here in the
1930s and the William Fitt & Son Saw Co. occupied the building in the 1940s. In the 1950s and
1960s Workshop Cards utilized the building. It was renovated for offices ¢.1990. The address of
this building was 6 Bridge Street until about 1980.

2. Dow Block, 8-14 Dixon Avenue, 1883. Contributing building.

Set on a granite foundation, the Dow Block is a brick building which has a two-story facade facing
Loudon Road with three full stories at the rear. The structure actually consists of two connected
buildings, flat-roofed to the east with a 2 1/2-story side-gabled building abutting to the west. The
facade of the castern portion measures seven bays across, the central three bays are capped by a
low gable parapct, the flanking sections are framed by end posts which extend slightly above the
flat roof. The scgmental openings contain metal replacement 6/6 sash with granite sills. The upper
story facade windows are linked by an ormamental course of brick set on edge. The north facade of
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tiie western section mcasures five-bays wide. As on the adjacent building, most of the windows
have been replaced by modern 6/6 sash. The former door openings now contain modem glazed
doors. There are three loading doors on the east elevation, capped by granite lintels. These would
have originally faced the train tracks.

Like 1ts ncighbor tc the west (see 6 Dixon Ave., building #1), this building was constructed in 1883
by Samuel Harris Dow of Warncr who was credited with converting this section of Bridge Street
from a tumblc-down locality into a busy, bustling, thriving community, replacing wooden hovels
with fine brick edifices. The building was constructed by masons Richardson & Farmer with
carpentry work by Lorenzo Dow under the direction of Charles Piper.

In January 1884 the wholesale grocery firm of Woodworth, Dow, & Co. (Albert B. Woodworth,
Samucl H. Dow and Edward B. Woodworth) moved into their new building. The three-story
building included a spacious attic for the storage of grain. The first floor had direct access to the
railroad for ease of loading goods. The second floor, on level with Bridge Street, contained the
office and lighter groceries while the upper floors were used for storage. The building also
included a grist mill,

By 1887 the building was occupied by the wholesale grocery business of Dickerman Leavitt & Co.
and Woodworth & Co. had moved to Hills Avenue. The store was renamed Dickerman & Co. in
1888, with the partners being G.0O. Dickerman and Samuel H. Dow. The business remained in this
location until the 1940s. The Star Martin Gage Co. and Penn-Hampshire Oil Co. occupied the
building from the early 1950s into the 1970s. The building was renovated for office use in the
1990s.

3. Stickney North Block, 148-158 North Main Street, by 1860. Contributing building.

This building was long known as the North Stickney Block to differentiate it from the South
Stickney Block at 132-146 North Main Street and another block erccted by Joseph Stickney north
of Bridge Street (no longer extant). Omament on the five-story brick block is largely limited to a
simple brick corbelled cornice with a plain brick parapet above. The North Main Street facade
measures ten bays wide. All of the original windows have been replaced by modern 1/1 sash and
have granite lintels and smaller granite sills. The windows on the top floor are slightly smaller.
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The first floor was originally compriscd of storefronts formed by granite posts and lintels and
supplemented by cast iron columns but the entire first floor has been replaced by a brick wall
punctuated by plate glass windows and metal-and-glass doors.

The cxact date of construction of this building is not known Joscph Stickney had constructed a
block on this site before 1860 although whether this is the present block is not knewn. Anr article
on Concord merchants c. 1860 appearing in the Granite Monthly in 1910 notad that Stickney’s
North Block then was occupied by David Symonds, trunk and hamess maker and Jeel D. Johnson,
hamesscs, with Elliott Hill’s furniture store located upstairs. In 1886 the building was raiscd in
height from four to five stories. The single-story, 17 x 80 foot addition contained eighteen
tenements. The building was damaged by a fire in 1910 which developed in the blind attic. The
newspaper account indicates that the first floor businesses then consisted of the Spiller picture
establishment; Ralph E. Danforth, candy and fancy goods; M.W. Morgan, plumber and stecam
fitter; and C.E. Dame, grocer. The upper floors were divided into tenements. In the late 19th
century the northern storefront, #158, was occupied by grocer H'W. Brickett. The First National
grocery store occupied the comer storc from about 1930 into the 1950s. The storcfront at 148 N.
Main was occupicd by a barber shop from the late 19th century into thc mid 20th with a shoc
repair shop at #150 in the early 20th century.

After the death of Joseph P. Stickney, the ownership of this building and the adjacent block to the
south, passed to his son Joseph Stickncy. Bom in Concord in 1840, the younger Stickney worked
for the Northern Railroad at Lebanon and later left the state in favor of coal mining at Wilkesbarre,
Pennsylvania. Stickney eventually opened a coal dealing house in New York City and at the time
of his death in 1903 was a multi-millionaire with a residence at 874 Fifth Avenue in New York
City. The Concord properties were inherited by his widow Carolyn Foster Stickney and later
passed to Elcanor Stickncy Chapman of Lake Forest, Illinois who sold the buildings in 1940.

4. Stickney’s Block, 132 1/2-146 North Main Street, 1860/alt. c.1890. Contributing building.

This four-story brick block was originally constructed in 1860 but assumed its present appearance
after alterations in 1894 removed the original mastic front and much of the original Italianate-style
detailing, replacing it with a new, simpler veneer of pressed brick. The building is now capped by
a flat roof with its comice detail reduced to a corbel brick course and a series of recessed
horizontal brick panels outlined by a border of molded bricks. Markings on the brick correspond
to the original metal bracketed comice.
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The upper floors of the building racasure sixtcen bays across with an additional single bay 1 the
reeessed section on the south end of tise building.  As originally constructed the facade was divided
by guoins into !wo scctions of seven windows flanking a central bay containing a larger, moi2
clacorate window opening. In the late 19th century, the quoins werc removed and the central bay
was divided into two window openings. The upstairs windows are notable for retaining their
original distinctive window sash . The shapes of the openings are different on every floor with
semicircular arched openings with arched inullions o the second floor, scgmental openings
containing 4/4 sash on the third and pointed openings with 4/4 sash on the fourth. The varying
windows were originally emphasized by heavy lintels which echoced the shape of the window. Now
all of the windows arc capped by decorative brickwork and tiles with diamond patterns and arc
capped by uniform rectangular granite lintcls. There are horizontal bands of decorative brickwork
at the top and bottom of cach window. The ¢.1890 brickwork includes recessed bricks set on edge,
a dentil-like coursc at the top and soldier brick set on edge at the level of the sills.

Most of the first floor storefronts were completely remodeled ¢. 1960 with brick, metal and glass
storcfronts. Prcscrved at the south end of the block is an arcade of four arches supported by cast
iron posts, the only surviving elements of the storefronts which were part of the original 1860
design. The recessed center entrance contains an early 20th century glass-and-wood door.

In 1860 Joscph P. Stickney built this brick block between his north block and the block north of the
Eagle Hotel. The new block included a large hall, known as Eagle Hall which occupied the third
and fourth floors of the block. An additional newspaper article reported on October 21, 1863 that
N. White was complecting one of the largest halls in the city in Stickney’s new block, opposite the
American House. The hall was dedicated on November 10, 1863 with an aftemoon address by
abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison. The Concord Board of Trade was organized at Angelo’s
Hall, a small hall in the Stickney Block on December 19, 1871. The stage and frescoing of the hall
was described in an article published in the Monitor on October 18, 1872. The block also
containcd another hall known as Tahanto Hall. In 1886 the former Eagle Hall was converted into
twclve tencments of 2-6 rooms. In 1894, the mastic front on the building was replaced by a facade
of pressed brick. Italianatc style features including quoining, a heavy bracketed comice with
central arched parapet and heavy hood molds were removed. Similar improvements were made at
about thc same time on the Masonic Temple block, the Phenix Hall Block and the Hill Buildings,
an indication that the heavy omament of the Italianate stylc was no longer in fashion.

In 1879 the first floor storefronts contained a jewelry store, a boot and shoe store, a millinery storc,
a tinware shop and a tobacconist. G.W. Wadleigh sold millinery and hair goods (wigs) at 140 N.
Main until the turn-of-the-century. Frank Gceorge was selling stoves at 142 N. Main Street in
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1890. Charles F. Thompson had a shoc store at 134 North Main for many years. [.G. Fletcher
opcned a shoc store at 138 N Main Street in 1897 and remained here until 1902, In 1914 a shoc
store, militnery shop. clothing shop and photography studic accupied the first floor. [n 1932 the
occupants of the storefronts included the Haverhill Shoe Store (134 N. Main), the Elizabeth
Milinery Shop (138 N. Main) and Capital Fumiture (140 N. Main} The upstairs apariments
were known in the 1950s and 60s as the Kenilwerth Apartmiciits.

5. Stickney’s Old Block, 120-132 North Main Street, 1651. Contributing building.

Coustructed in 1831, :his block presently constitutes approximately two-thirds of the original
building, which previously extended an additional six bays to the south terminating in a rounded
corner adjacent to the Eagle Hotel. The three-story brick block has a rounded northwest corner
and now measurcs eleven bays wide. (The south end of the building was removed in 1885 for the
construction of thc New Hampshire Savings Bank at 116-118 North Main Street, building #6.)

The first floor level retains granite posts and lintels with the space between them filled with modem
plate glass windows. The upper stories including the curved northern bay which is set into a slight
recess, contain modern 6/6 replacement windows. All of the windows are capped by granite lintels
with smaller granite sills. The third floor openings appcar to be slightly smaller. The building is
capped by a wide brick fricze with a brick dentil course under the projecting metal comice which is
embellished by sets of three brackets.

This block was constructed in 1851 for Joscph Stickney to replace an earlier brick block which
was destroyed in the Eagle Hotel fire on August 25, 1851. A newspaper article on December 17,
1851 reported that the new block was nearly done. The August fire swept away all the buildings
on the cast sidc of Main Street from the Stickncy Block south to the Rumford Block and east to the
railroad. A local resident writing in 1891 indicated that the Stickncy Block was one of only four
blocks on the cast side of Main Strect that was standing as early as 18353 (the others according to
the article were the Eagle Hotel, the Exchange Block and the Rumford Block although the latter
was built after a fire in 1868).

The Monitor reported in 1871 that the old Stickney Block in front of the State House yard was sold
at auction. The north store, occupied by James Moore & Sons was sold to Pitman Brothers; the
second store south occupied by J.P. Johnson was sold to Joseph S. Lund; the third store which was
occupied by William B. Steams was sold to Nathaniel White and the fourth store south occupied
by John Brown was also sold to Nathanicl Whitc. On January 14, 1882 the Monitor reported a
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fire in *Stickney’s Old Block™ damaged portions of the block owned by Janies Moore & Sons and
the heirs of Nathanicl White.

The New Hampshire Savings Bank moved into rooms in the block in 1868 and in 1885 the south
end of the block was demolished to nake way for the bank’s new building, the present 116-118 N.
Main Strect (#6). A furniture store was located in Stickney’s Block carly as 1879 (H.H. Aldrich)
and continued to occupy all three floors into the early 20th century. The northern storefront
containcd a hardware storc in the 1870s and 1880s operated by James Moore & Sons but by 1889
the space was occupied by a drug store operated by W.P. Underhill and L.H. Piper (W.P.
Underhill & Co.). Hancock Drug was located here into the 1950s.

6. New Hampshire Savings Bank (Sheraton Building), 116-118 North Main Street, 1885-6.
Contributing building.

Constructed in 1885, the former New Hampshire Savings Bank (Sheraton Building) is a four-story
brick block with Longmeadow sandstone and terra cotta trimmings. The symmetrical facade is
organized into three bays by brick strips which extend the height of the building. The center bay
contains a single opening while there are two windows in each of the flanking bays on the second
and third floors and three windows to each side of the central bay on the fourth floor. Decorative
details include sandstone bands at the top and bottom of each row of windows. Areas of paneled
brick are located between the second and third floor with terra cotta foliate tiles between the third
and forth floors. The central first floor entrance is emphasized by a polychromatic gable
alternating sandstone and brick with diaper patterning filling the top of the gable which is capped
by a sandstone knob. Echoing the gable shape are smaller peaked sandstone ornaments with
rosettes on the pilasters at the second floor level. The building is capped by a corbelled cornice
with a brick pancled parapet above. Centered above the middle bay is a sandstone panel reading
1830-1885; the first date corresponds to the founding of the bank while the second reflects the
construction of this building. A series of tall brick chimneys rise from the roof. As originally
constructed, prior to the construction in the 1990s of the adjacent connector linking the former
bank building and the Eagle Hotcl, the south elevation was exposed and was dominated by a three-
story bay window.

The modern connector added in the 1990s is four stories in height with 1/1 windows. It has a
gabled top with a multi-pane diamond-shaped window at the top, capped by a metal knob. The
arched opening on the first floor is faced with granite.
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The bank building’s origina! first floor storcfronts have been replaced by inodem storefronts with
sinoked glass and anodized metal frames. All of the original windows have been replaced with
modem 1/1 sash although historic photographis indicate that the original sash was ina 1/1
configuration,

The New Hampshire Savings Bank was constructed in 1883, on the site of an older building which
was part of the Stickney Block. The building was designed by Worcester architect, Amos P.
Cutting (d.1896) who also designed the State Library on Park Street. As originally constructed the
south half of the first floor contained the banking rooms while the northem storefront was leased to
a store. The upper stories were divided into eleven apartments; three on the second floor and four
on the two upper stories. Each of the apartments contained a parlor, a bedroom and bathroom.

The north storcfront was occupicd for many years by Edson C. Eastman, stationer and bookseller,
who movcd in soon after the building was constructed. Eastman began his business in 1853. He
published all the law books of New Hampshire for many years and also Leavitt’s F armers’
Almanac. An illustration of Eastman’s storefront appears in the May-June 1915 issue of the
Granite Monthly. The Edson C. Eastman Co. was still located here in the 1930s. The space was
later occupiced by a restaurant and by Western Union. After the bank vacated the space, the
southemn storcfront was occupied for many years by a clothing store and in the 1950°s and 60’s by
City Clcaners and Dyers.

The New Hampshire Savings Bank was founded in 1830, the fourth savings bank cstablished in the
State of New Hampshire and the third bank in the City of Concord. The bank was initially located
in the Merrimack County Bank Building at 212 North Main Street. In 1868 the bank moved into
rooms in Stickney’s South Block, across from the State House and adjacent to the Eagle Hotel.
This building was demolished in 1883 to make way for the present 116 North Main Street. The
bank opened for business in its ncw building on May 9, 1887. The bank remained here for forty
years, moving across the strect to a new building at 97 North Main Street (#88) in 1927. In 1925
the building at 116 North Main Strect was sold to Margarct Cashman (later Margaret Cashman
Irwin). It was sold by her cstate in 1961.

7. Eagle Hotel, 110 North Main Street, 1851-2/1890. Contributing building.

The Eagle Hotel is a five-story brick building which has maintained a prominent location across
from the State House since 1831. Major portions of the present structure datc back to 1851
although the building was enlarged in 1872 and underwent extensive renovations in 1890 including
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the reimoval of the gable reof, the construction of a flat roofed, fifth floor, and the addition of a
decorative brick cornice and parapet.

The first floor storefronts rctain many of their original cast iron supports as well as the granite
lintcl. The main entrance to the hotel comprising the central four bays was altered in the 20th
century by the addition of four brick archies with granite springblocks, keystones and spandrel
mcdallions. The upper floors of the facade measure twelve bays across. The second. third and
fourth floors arc punctuated by a uniform distribution of 2/2 windows with simple grantte sills and
lintels. The fifth story windows, dating to 1890, consist of two narrower and smaller 1/1 sashes
which arc aligned with the larger, single sashes below and bordered on the top and bottom by
continuous stone belt courses. A decorative brick cornice caps all but the central four bays which
are capped by arches and a low parapet with the name of the hotel in granite, decorative brick
pancling and two knobbed end posts with base brackets. The knobs are repeated on the ends of
the building.

The Eagle Hotcl has been an important downtown landmark for nearly 150 years. The Eagle Hotel
was constructcd in 18351 on the site of the Eagle Coffee House, built in 1827, enlarged in 1832 and
destroyed by fire in August 1851. A side-gable roof with dormers was added after 1853. The
Eagle Hotel was cnlarged and renovated by owner Nathaniel White in 1872, In 1890 more
extensive altcrations were made to the building according to designs by Worcester architect Amos
Cutting who also designed the New Hampshire Savings Bank at 116-118 North Main Street (#6) in
1883-6 and the New Hampshire State Library on Park Street in 1891.

An article on Concord merchants c. 1860 appearing in the Granite Monthly in 1910 noted that the
occupants of the Eagle Hotel Building included Edmunds & Robinson, merchant tailors; J.Carter
& Son, jewelers; Mr. Chase, telegraph office; Mr. Talbot, barber and Munroe and Morrill,
confectioners. In the early 20th century, W.C. Gibson’s book storc (owned until 1898 by Charles
F. Batchelder) was located in the Eagle Hotel Block. Gibson’s remained here into the 1950s.

The Eagle Hotel hosted many prominent guests during its history including Presidents Ulysses S.
Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes and Benjamin Harrison; Franklin Pierce the night before departing for
his presidential inauguration, Charles Lindbergh, Eleanor Roosevelt, Richard Nixon and Thomas
Dewey. The hotel was also an important gathering place for politicians, legislators and lobbyists.
The Eagle Hotel ceased operations as a hotel in 1961, it was used as a rest home until 1976.

The building was individually listed on the National Register on September 20, 1978.



NPS Form 10-900-3
(8-86} OM8 Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Intericr
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

t

Downtown Concord Historic District
Concord (Merrimack County)

Sectionnumber —7__ Page 12 New Hampshire

The building was rehabilitated in 1983 according to designs by Hammer Kicfer & Todd, Inc. of
Cambridge, Massachusctts as part of the redevelopment of Eagle Square.

8. Merchants Exchange Block, 94-102 North Main Strect, 1851, Contributing building.

Constructed in 1851, the present Merchants Exchange Block constitutes just over half of the
original building, which extended an additional six bays to the south and abutting the Merchants
Block at 84-92 North Main Strect (#13). The four-story brick block has a rounded northwest
comer and now measurcs seven bays wide. The window openings are all of equal dimension,
excepting the slightly-wider southern bay which originally corresponded to the center of the facade.
The windows contain replacement sash and have plain granite sills and lintels. The building is
capped by a projecting metal cornice. Historic renderings suggest that the building was originally
capped by a gable roof with dormers and a stepped parapet end. It is not known when this was
replaced by the present flat roof. The south end of the building is stuccoed with large areas of
glass set in bronze pancls. The narrow connector between the Merchants Exchange Block and the
Eagle Block to the north also has bronze pancls with single pane windows.

The first floor was originally constructed using a trabeated system of granite posts and lintels
which provided ample area for large display windows. The present storefronts are a ¢.1980 design
displaying large window areas with transoms and pancled bulkheads.

The present Merchants Exchange building was constructed in 1852, shortly after a fire on August
25, 1851 dcestroyed the previous building on the site, which had just recently been completed. The
fire swept away all the buildings on the east side of Main Street from the Stickney Block (#5) south
to the Rumford Block (#15) and east to the railroad. The building completed in 1851 measured 84
feet wide and 85 feet deep and had a slate roof and was designed by architect William Brown. It is
not known whether the 1852 building was rebuilt according to the same design. A local resident
writing in 1891 indicated that the Exchange Block was one of only four blocks on the east side of
Main Street that was standing in 1853 (the others according to the article were the Eagle Hotel, the
Stickney Block and the Rumford Block although the latter was built after a fire in 1868).

An article on Concord merchants c.1860 appearing in the Granite Monthly in 1910 noted that the
occupants of the Exchange Block included Clark & Currier, dry goods; H.A. Fay, carpetings; John
A. Gault, druggist and Warde & Walker, hardware. An undated drawing of the building indicates
that the first floor of the Exchange Block held the stores of Porter, Rolfe & Brown, stoves and
hardware; Allison & Gault, drugs; Dustin & Shaw, clothing and James Peverly & Co., dry goods.
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The second floor was utilized by the Mechanics Banks, the Beston, Concord and Montreal
Railroad and §. Prescoit & Brothers, organs. The third floor tenant was N. Kimball,
dagucrrcotype artist. The 187 Sanborn Insurance map indicates that the upper floors of the north
end of the block functioned as an extension of the Eagie Hotel.

The northemn part of the building was occupied by a large hardwaic store in the laie 19th century,
the successors to Porter, Rolfe & Brewn were known by various nanies including Wardc,
Humphrey, & Dodge and iater Humphrey, Dodge & Smith ard Humphrey, Dedge & Co. This
space was later occupied by Exchange Auto Accessories and Eagle Fruit Co. in the 1930s and by
Mohican Co. grocers in 1950. H.G. Fletcher had a ladies’ furnishings and millinery store at 96
North Main Street beginning in 1902; the space was formerly occupicd by the W.J. Ahern Clothing
Store. In the carly 20th century a photography studio was located on the sccond floor. The
A.OH Hazll was located at 98 North Main Street beginning about 1919 and continuing into the
1940s.

Abraham Prescott is credited with introducing the inusical instrument business to Concord.
Numerous othcr shops were subscquently established, making Concord a noted center of musical
instrument manufacture during the late 19th century. Abraham Prescott opened a shop and music
store in the 1830s on Main Street where he made string bases and reed organs. After Abraham’s
death in 1858 the company was continued by his sons under various names including Prescott
Brothers, the Prescott Organ Co. (after 1871) and Prescott Piano and Organ Co. (after 1887). The
company had a factory at 71 South Main Street. In 1885 the company made its first piano and
soon thereafter the manufacture of organs was discontinued. The manufacture of pianos ended in
1912 and the company went bankrupt in 1917.

9. Eagle Stable, 7 Eagle Square, 1882. Contributing building.

Located behind the Eagle Hotel (#7), the Eagle Stable is a three-story brick building which is
roughly L-shaped in plan, with a small two-story projecting emerging from the top of the “L”.
Adjacent to the Stone Warehouse (#10), the two-story facade of the stable faces west and measures
threc-bays across. The central set of double doors have recessed panels filled with diagonal
beadboard. The 6/6 windows are capped by rows of header brick for lintels with stone sills.

Above the granite date of construction is a simple corbelled brick cornice. To the north, the
remainder of the west elevation is fronted by a large ¢.1990 greenhouse addition. The rear (east)
elevation of the building, facing Storrs Street, measures twelve bays wide on the upper two floors
with thirty-two small 1/1 windows with stone sills below. There are nine 6/6 windows on the lower
level, as well as three sets of doors.
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The Eagle Stable was constructed in 1282 on a sitc behind the Eagic Hotcl. An advertisement was
placced in the Monitor on March 13, 1882 by architccts Dow and Wheeler, sceking proposals to
build a stable at the rear of the Eagle Hotel. The front portion of the building housed coachmen
and attendants of hotel guests while the rear scction itially sheltered hoses, carriages and wagons,
and later automobilcs.

In 1983 the arca bchind the Eagle Hotel was transfonmed into Eaglc Square as part of a major
revitalization project which opened the arca up to Main Strect. The architectural firm of Hammer,
Kiefer & Todd, Inc. of Cambridge, Massachusetts was responsible for renovations to the Eagle
Hotel, Stablc and Eagle Square Marketplace. In the early 1990s this building was purchased by
the New Hampshire Historical Society and now houses their administrative offices.

10. Stone Warehouse, 6 Eagle Square, 1870. Contributing building.

Sctback behind the east side of Main Street, the Stone Warehouse is a massive but simple stone
building constructed of rough Concord granite punctuated by Roman-arched windows. The
building presents a western elevation two stories in height and five bays wide facing Eagle Square.
Capped by rough voussoirs, the arched openings contain 4 x 3-light windows with semi-circular
transoms filled with five vertical panes. Sheltered by an arched canopy the main entrance is
located in the northernmost bay on the west side. The north elevation is six bays wide and 1s
fronted by a ramp. The building is capped by a green slate monitor roof which was added in the
1890s. The roof is punctuated by twelve bays of 6/6 windows on the west side. A green metal,
octagonal tower emerges from the south end of the roof.

This stone structure was erected by prominent Concord merchant, David Andrew Warde (1828-
1874) in 1870. Warde’s family name and the date of construction are carved into a granite
keystone over the main entrance. A brief mention in the Concord Daily Patriot of August 17,
1869 notcd that hardware merchants Warde, Humphrey and Dodge, whose retail store was located
in the Mcrchant’s Exchange Building at 94-102 North Main Street (#8), were laying the foundation
of a new building adjacent to the railroad line. The ncw building, measuring 100 x 60, was
intended to be used as a factory for making Palmer springs used in buggies and carriages and as a
storchouse (the spring factory never moved into the building). No stranger to losses by fire, Warde
made the building as fire resistant as possible, with masonry exterior walls and slow-burning
construction inside including heavy timbers and thick, closely laid flooring. Ironically, the interior
of the new stone structure was gutted by fire on November 30, 1870, before it was even completed.
Evidence of the fire is reportedly still visible in the building’s stonework today. The interior of the
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building was rcbuilt and iron window shutters were installed on at Icast two sidcs of the building
for additional fire protection.

The building was initially used as a storchouse for agricultural implements. After Warde’s dcath
in 1874, the hardware business was known as Humphrey and Dodge. In 1879 the warehouse was
being uscd to store bedsteads in the basement, agricuitural implements on the first floor and
carriages above. In 1890 Martha Warde sold the stone warehouse to Nathan Stevens, a machinist
who had a shop at the rear of Main Strect, near the Eagie Hotel. Humphrey and Dodge appear to
have continued to rent the stone building and the fourth story, sheathed in slate, was added in the
1890s. In 1911 the warehouse was sold to Walter L. Jenks, successor to Humphrey and Dodge.
The building was sold to the Concord Belting Company the same year and the building ceased its
use as a hardware warehouse.

In 1920 the building was sold by Page Belting to the New Industries Corporation, and for the next
thirty years the building was used as a clothing factory. A series of clothing manufacturers and/or
wholesale tailors occupiced the building including the Leopold Morse Co.; the New England
Wholesale Tailors; Singer, Snow and Paparella; and New England Outfitters Co. During the
1950s and 60s the building was uscd for storage. A legislative parking garage was constructed
adjacent to the building in the 1970s and in the 1980s the building was renovated for use as a
restaurant, as part of the revitalization of Eagle Square. In the early 1990s the New Hampshire
Histoncal Socicty purchased and renovated the warehouse for a new museum and storage. The
museum opened in 1995.

11. Building, S Eagle Square, ¢.1870. Contributing building.

This simple, utilitarian brick building has seen numerous additions and deletions since its
construction in the late 19th century. The oldest surviving part of the building is the two-story
section to the south which has a west-facing gablefront that is three bays wide. The wide loading
door has been fitted with a modem glass door and part of a ¢.1920 steel door. The original loft
door is still visible on the second floor and the remainder of the windows are primarily 6/6 sash
with arched brick lintels and stone sills.

Single-story, ¢.1960 brick additions are located to the north and south. The early 20th century
single-story section at the north end displays dan uneven stepped parapet above a wall which is now
punctuated by continuous single-pane windows. A later concrete block addition is visible on the
east side.
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The carlicst porticn cf this building was constructed ¢.1870. In 1879 a plumber was using the
building and in 1889 it was occupied by a woodworker and a sign painter. A scction to the north,
containing a painting shop and machinc shop was in place by 1899. In the carly 2Cth century the
building was being used as the Gas Company repair shop and was located just west of the
gasometer.

During the course of redeveloping Eagle Square in the 1980s part of the northern section of the
building was removed, leaving what survives tcday. The building now houses a sandwich shop.

12. Eagle Square, 1983. Noncontributing site (due to age).

in 1983 the arca behind the Eagle Hotel was transformed into Eagle Square as part of a major
revitalization project which opencd the area to Main Street. The pedestrian plaza is paved with
brick and includes a concrete stepped amphitheater to the west of the Stone Warehouse with a
fountain which cascades down rubble stone walls.

The concept for Eagle Square was largely developed by Duncan S. McGowan, local architect,
planner and civic dreamer. The Square was rededicated in honor of McGowan following his death
in 1992,

12A. Sculptural Iron Gate, 1983. Noncontributing object (due to age).

This steel tree, twenty-eight fect high and supporting a 40-foot wide entablature above a granite
base, was inserted at the entrance to Eagle Square in 1983. The sculpture takes the place of two
storefronts that were removed to make way for the public plaza. Local officials required that the
sculpture connect the two buildings and leave room for a fire engine to pass undeneath. The
sculpture was designed by Dimitri Gerakiris of Canaan, New Hampshire who studied at
Dartmouth College.
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12B. Clock Shelter, 1998. Noncontrivuting structure (duc to age).

Set on the sidewalk in front of the entrance to Eagle Square, the Concord Clock is contained in a
quoined brick shelter with glass walls designed to allow passersby' to view the imerworkings of the
clock. The hip roof is sheathed in copper and topped by a knab.

The clock was originally located in the tower at the Board of Trade Bailding at the comer of
Scheol and North Main Streets. it was manufactured by E. Howard Co. of Boston and was
purchascd in 1872 through public subscription. The cast iron bell was madc in Shefficld, Engiand
and strikes hourly in the key of “G”. The bell was given to the City by George Pillsbury in 1873.
Afier years of ncglect, it was restored by the New Hampshire Historical Society in 1998 and
installed in a new brick shelter designed by Duane Cowen.

13. Merchants Block, 84-92 North Main Street, 1878. Contributing building.

Constructed in 1869-1870, the Merchants Block is a threc-story brick building constructed in an
[talianate style but altered considerably in the 20th century and no longer in single ownership. The
wide, thirteen-bay facade is organized into five sections by six quoined pilasters that extend the
height of the upper two stories. The central bay contains a single window on each of the two upper
floors, segmentally arched on the fourth floor and rectangular below and containing multi-light
sash. The windows on the seccond floor originally consisted of round-arched openings with heavy
hood molds but were replaced in the carly 20th century by sets of three 1/1 windows with
continuous entablature lintels. The third story openings arc segmentally-arched with 2/2 windows
and brick hood molds with central keystones. Between the quoined strips, the cornice is
embellished by triangular brick corbels, a wide plain band under a dentil course and bold
modillions of wood.

Historic photographs indicate that the first floor originally consisted of a continuous arcade of
semi-elliptical arches supported by cast iron columns. Today, only the central arch, leading
upstairs, survives. The arch is embellished by raised roping with a central keystone. The
aluminum and glass double doors are capped by a semi-clliptical glass transom. The storefronts
reflect varying periods of alteration. The two storefronts to the south each have central entrances
with aluminum-and-glass doors flanked by display windows set into aluminum frames above
polished black granite bulkheads. The storefront to #90 has an angled front glass window with a
varnished oak pancl door and polished granite bulkhead. The northernmost storefront dates to
¢.1960 and is stuccoed with a hanging light, suspended display window and angled slate wall.
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To the north of the building is the gateway to Eagle Square. The north wall of the building is
stuccoed and buttressed and incorporates artifacts from historic Concord buildings. At the rear is
a two-story, greenhouse addition.

The Mcrchants Block was constructed in 1870 on the site of the old Central Buildings destroyed by
tirc in August of 1869. This appears to be the samc vacant lot that was owned by Col. Grover in
1869 and lcascd to the Prescott Brothers, W.G. Shaw, G.A. Pillsbun and George Noyes for
twenty-five years with a block to be built on the sitc in 1870. In the 1870s occupants of the
building included the Eagle Bookstore; J.T. Slecper, merchant tailor; the Prescott Organ Co., and
Robinson & Tilton, picturc frames and mirrors. The storefront at 84 North Main Street was
occupicd by John McQuilkin, clothicr and hattcr in the late 19th century. The space at 86 North
Main Strect was occupied by a Frank Mace’s book store with a tailor next door. F.A. Piper’s
ptano store was located in the northernmost storefront in the 1890s. The upper floors during this
period containced offices, a tailor shop, band room and lodgings. In the late 19th century the
Prescott Organ Company occupied the northern end of the second floor as well as space in the
adjacent Merchants Exchange Block.

In the 20th century long term occupants of the block included the W.T. Grant Co. from the 1930s
into the 1960s and the Concord Gas Company from ¢.1920 into the 1960s. A circular gasholder
was located bchind the building in the late 19th century and early 20th century.

14. Commercial Block, 82 North Main Street, ¢.1853 or ¢.1868. Contributing building.

This three-story, mid 19th century brick block was altered in 1955-6 as part of the renovations
made to the adjacent property at 76 North Main Street for the S.S. Kresge Company. The narrow
building is just two-bays wide, framed by brick quoins and capped by a heavy bracketed cornice
with incised holes undemeath and between the brackets. The first storefront is faced with tile
pancls that are set in aluminum frames and extending below the display windows as well. The
second floor of the building is punctuated by a three-part window consisting of a large plate glass
window flanked by modemn 1/1 sash. This modem window replaces two original round-arched
windows. The third floor windows contain modem 1/1 sash set in segmentally arched openings
with heavy, mctal hoods embellished by endblocks and keystones that are quite similar if not
identical to those on the Cyrus Hill Block at 64-68 North Main Strect (#17).



gﬂifm 10 500-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Contlnuatlon Sheet Downtown Concord Historic District

' Concord (Merrimack County)
Section number 7 Page 19 New Hampshire

According to an item in the Perry scrapbooks at the New Hampshire Historical Society, this block
(Merchant's Block) was constructed in 1853 alihough this could not be verified. Stylistic evidence
coupled with the knowledge that the adjacent buildings were constructed in 1868 suggests that this
butlding may also date to the latc 1860s. A narrow block (unlabzied) is shown cn this site at the
time ot the 1868 map. The 1874 Sanbom map indicates that a fancy goods store was located herc
at that fime. On the 1879 map thc building was said to contain a tailor, offices and lodgings. The
tailor remamed here until at least the tum-of-the-century.

S.S. Kresge took over the storefront prior to 1932. On October 8, 1956 the S.S. Kresge Company
opened their modem store with new storefront.

15. Rumford Block, 76-80 North Main Street, ¢.1868/1955. Noncontributing building (due to
alteration).

Reduccd in height from four to two stories in 1953, this painted brick building has lost virtually all
of its 19th century integrity. The first floor is divided into three stores with offcenter entrances that
are rccessed slightly. The storcfronts display tile panels that are set in aluminum frames and
extending below the display windows as well. The second floor of the building is punctuated by
two large, three-part windows consisting of large plate glass windows flanked by modern 1/1 sash.
Topping the flat-roofed building is a plain frieze and dentil course with a wide band of unadomed
brick above.

This two-story building stands on the site of the Low’s Block which was destroyed by fire in 1868.
This was replaced by the Rumford Block, a four-story brick block. Members of the Low family
owned the property from the mid 19th century until 1922 when it was sold to Abraham T. Cohn.

From the latc 1880s and into the early 20th century David Murphy’s dry goods establishment was
located here. By 1932 the space was occupied by the S.S. Kresge Co. In 1955 the two upper
floors were removed and the remainder of the building was dramatically altered. On October 8,
1956 the S.S. Kresge Company opencd their modem store here. The Kresge Company sold the
property in 1965 and it was then owned and occupied by Fletcher’s Milford Paint Works. The
building was later divided into threce separate storefronts.
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16. Woodward's Block, 70-74 Nerth Main Street, ¢.1870. Contributing building.

Historicaliy known as Woodward’'s Block. 70-74 North Main Sireet actually consists of two
adjaccat three-story trick buildings with stoae trim, displaying compiementary Italianate styvle
detailing. The building to the south is the more narrow of the two while the northern building is
slightly tallcr and four-bays wide. The original cast iron storefronts are no longer extant.

The southem building 1s outlined by brick quoins above the first floor level which has a ¢.1940
storcfront with a rccessed central entrance, aluminum framed display windows set above reccssed
bulkhcads and concrete trim. A large, internally-lit sign band may obscure additional original
featurcs. The second and third stories of this building have modern 1/1 replacement windows
capped by rock-faced horseshoe lintels with central keystones. The third floor windows have stone
sills which rest on a projecting stone band betwecen the second and third stories. There is
decorative brick work above the third story windows and recessed horizontal brick pancls under the
bracketed comice. The windows on the south side iack decorative lintels and include a projecting
bayv window on the second floor. Diamond tie rods are also visible.

The adjacent building to the north has a ¢.1960 recessed storefront with large plate glass, angled
windows outlined by aluminum frames above polished granite bulkheads with a set of multi-light
and wood double doors at the center. Above the first floor there is a brick band decorated by
corbels and dentils. The second and third story windows contain modern replacement 1/1 sash set
into segmental recesses and capped by a continuous stone lintel. Each of the lintels is constructed
of five separate stones including a central keystone and end blocks. The lintels are connected by
stonc bands with incised trefoils. The building 1s outlined by a line of quoins on the north wall and
an ornate cornice which contrasts red and black brick, some of which are set on edge, under two
bands of brackets.

The exact date of construction of this building is not exactly known although it appears to
incorporate an earlicr structurc. The 1868 map shows a building on the site which is labcled as
Dow’ or Low’s Block. In August 1869 F. Low began construction of a new, three-story store on
Main Strect on the site of James Hazelton’s store which had recently been destroyed by fire. The
1874 Sanbom map also includes a building which appears to be of the same general dimensions as
the present building. An article appcaring in the Monitor on April 5, 1877 sheds some light on the
question and indicates that Mr. Woodward had rebuilt the north half of his block. The article notes
that “a comparison of this clegant block with the onc which preceded it, and which was regarded as
a modcl block at onc time, shows one phasc of the progress which has been made in this city within
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a quarter of a century”. Wocdward’s Block is first listed by name in the list of public buildings in
the 1878 city dircciory (it was not listed in the 1876 directory).

n April 1877 Wecodward & White opencd their clegant new clothing store in Woodward’s Block.
The firm was composed of Charles W. Weodward, son of merchant tailor E.W. Woodward and
Harry W. White. The second storv of the block contained a suite of rcoms occupied by Dr. E.
Morrill and the law office of ex-Mayor L.D. Stevens. The third floor of the building was occupied
by the Webster Club Rooms. The club was organized on Scptember 26, 1868. The organization
was initially limited to thirty members but by 1877 had been expanded to fifty active members
although 106 had been connected with the club since its organization. The third floor suite
included a billiard, card, library and music rooms as well as a large hall.

The 1879 Sanborn map shows that the corner store sold crockery and carpets while the storefront
to the north contained a tailor, hats and furnishing goods. At the turn-of-the-century, a boot and
shoe store occupied the northern storefront. By the early 20th century a dry goods store occupied
the entire storefront of both buildings. The upper floors contained a combination of offices and
club/lodge rooms. Architect Edward Dow had an office in this building from 1881 until his death
in 1894. The rooms formerly occupicd by the Webster Club were taken over by the G.A.R. in the
early 20th century.

By 1932 the first floor tenants included the Trask Radio and Electric Shop and Miller’s Ladies
Apparel Shop. Among the upstairs tenants were architect George W. Griffin and the top floor
served as the GAR Hall. The Firestone Store was here by 1950 and in 1960 contained the Kinney
shoe store. By 1960 the building was referred to as the Reische Block. Radio Shack moved into
70 North Main Street before 1970 and is still there today. The other storefront was occupied by
the Bell Shops, women’s clothing, for many years.

17. Cyrus Hill Block, 64-68 North Main Street, 1868. Contributing building.

The Cyrus Hill Block is 2 four-story brick block which still retains considerable Italianate style
detailing on its upper two stories. The facade is enlivened by a variety of decorative features
including brick belt courses between the storics, recessed square brick panels between the third and
fours stories, lintels and a corbelled brick comice.

The first floor of the building has recently been remodeled with a ¢.1990 wooden storefront which
evokes elements of a late 19th century storefront. It is ordered by cabled posts with chamfered
corners with segmentally arched windows capped by raised panels. In the early 20th century, the
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five arched sceond story windows were replaced by the present arrangement of a central 1/1
window with transom flanked on each side by a bowed three-part window. The three openings
sharc 2 common cntablature lintcl.

The upper two stories are arranged in a five-bay division (as was the second floor originaliy). The
third floor openings retain their original wooden 2/2 sash set into segmentally-arched recesses
capped by bold hood molds. The central opening on this floor contains a double 1/1 window. The
fourth floor of the facade is punctuated by bands of narrow, arched windows. The central pair of
windows is outlined by picrs which extend to the cornice with a sct of four on cach side, all capped
by continuous brick, arched lintels. The brick corbelling above cchoes the arrangement of the
windows. The building is topped by a projecting cornice consisting of a wooden dentil course and
modillions.

The Cyrus Hill Block was constructed in 1868 by Major Cyrus Hill on the site of the old Atheruan
Hall. Cyrus Hill (1815-1875) was the third son of Levi and Lydia (Wiggin) Hill of Loudon. He
was not directly related to Concord’s other famous Hills including Isaac Hill and James R. Hill.
Cyrus Hill learned the hatter’s trade in his early years but was also well known as a ginseng root
trader with opcrations based in St. Paul, Minnesota beginning in the early 1850s. He did a large
business for many years selling the herb in China for medicinal purposes. In 1863 alone, Hill
purchased approximately 16,000 pounds for eastern markets.

The Cyrus Hill Block was designed by Concord architect Edward Dow and was erected by local
builder, Capt. Henry M. Moorc. When completed in 1868, the Monitor reported that “this block
greatly improves the appearance of Main Street, and we trust that others who have old, uncouth
buildings, may be stimulated by the example of Major Hill” (Monitor, 9/1/1868). In March 1369
the paper reported that the storefronts were ready for occupancy and that the comer store would be
occupicd by Cyrus Hill & Son for a hat store while the other would contain F.B. Underhill’s dry
goods store. Sanborn insurance maps indicate in 1879 additional tenants included a restaurant in
the basement, offices and a barber on the second floor, lodgings on the third and a public hall
(Memorial Hall and St. Patrick’s Benevolent Society’s Hall) on the fourth. These uses remained
pretty much unchanged until the turn-of-the century. By 1888 Thurston & Donning was located at
64 North Main Street.

The building continued to be owned by members of the Hill family until the early 20th century
when it was purchased by Harry Emmons. The first floor storefronts were combined and the space
was occupied for many years, until the early 1960s, by Gardner & Harry Emmons’ dry goods
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(dcvartment) store. A tlustration of the interior of the store was included in the Granite Monthiy
in May-June 1915. The Concord Gas Service Company ovwned the building from 1962 untii 1972,

18. Governor Hill Block, 58-62 North Main Street, ¢.1860/c.1890. Contributing building.

The Governor Hill Block was constructed c.1860 although it was substantially altered by the
removal of its original Italianate detailing and the replacement of the original mastic facade with a
ncw brick frent in the late 19th or carly 20th century. The detailing of the four-story brick block
now gencrally cchoes the dctailing of the E & P Hotel Co. block next door at 54-56 North Main
Strect (#19).

The first floor is divided into two storefronts with a central opening leading upstairs. The ¢.1940
southcrn storefront displays an aluminum frame above a brick bulkhead with a slightly recessed
entrance. The center opening contains modern double doors with a clear transom. The northemn
storcfront has been replaced by continuous plate glass windows with the actual entrance through
the adjacent building to the north.

The upper floors of the building are set within a shallow recess and measure seven bays wide with
a double-wide opening at the center. The second and third story windows consist of 4/1 sash
excepting the central openings containing a 6/1 and double, narrow 4/1 sash. The windows on the
two middle floors are set within scgmental arched openings with splayed brick lintels with flat tops
and central keystones. The second story windows have a continuous stone sill while those on the
third floor have individual sills. The smaller fourth story openings contain rectangular 2/2
windows set between two stone beltcourses. The building is capped by a copper projecting cornice
with a raised central panel reading “Hills Block™.

The Governor Hill Block is believed to have been constructed in the 1860s and was definitely in
place by the time of the 1868 map. It is located on the site of the Isaac Hill homestead where Hill’s
four children - William Pickering, John McClary, Georgiana Toscan and Isaac Andrew - were
born. The building was named for Isaac Hill (1788-1851), editor of the New Hampshire Patriot,
one-time U.S. Senator (1831-1836), governor of the state (1836-1839) and Solicitor of the
Treasury under President Andrew Jackson. (Isaac Hill was not related to Concord harmessmaker
James R. Hill). This building was sold to thec New Eagle Hotel company in 1892 for use in
connection with the Phenix Hotel property. It is probable that the alterations to the facade were
made at this time.
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In 1870 Charles S. Eastman, druggist, had a stere here. In 1879 the first floor storefronts
contained a clothing store and an auction house with offices on the second floor, a billiards room
on the third and a public hall on the fourth. The auction house gave way to a dry goods store by
1889. The ground flcor uscs and the hall remeined the same untii the turn of the century. A
hardware store was located at #58 in 1914 and Capital Hardwarc Company remained there into the
10305 and in 1940 was known as the Gardner & Hall Ce. hardware store. The storefront was later
occupicd by Dunlap Photo in the 1930s and early 1960s. Harry Emmons’ dry geods store in the
Cyrus Hill Block (#17) also included the storefront at 62 Norih Main Street into the 1960s.

19. E. & P. Hotel Co., 54-56 North Main Street, by 1868. Contributing building.

The Eagle & Phenix Hotel Co. block is a three-story, flat-roofed brick block capped by a brick
modillion comice with projecting copper molding above. Rising from the center of the cornice is a
rounded copper parapet pancl with raiscd letters reading “E. & P. Hotel Co.”. This building was
originally constructed c.1870 in an Italianate style with heavy arched molds over the windows and
a bold bracketed cornice. It assumed its present appearance in the late 19th or early 20th century
when the mastic covering the facade was removed and replaced by a simpler brick front.

The first floor of the building is divided into two storefronts, both of which were remodeled c.1940
or later. That to the south is recessed with yellow enamel panels set into aluminum frames. The
north storefront retains a c.1960 tiled threshold reading “Endicott Johnson”. The center entrance to
this storefront is flanked on one side by a display window which steps back in two stages. The
upper two floors of the building are both seven bays wide with segmentally-arched openings. The
central bay contains pair of windows sct intc a slightly wider, arched opening. The second floor
windows contain 4/1 sash while those on the third floor contain 4/4. All of the openings are
capped by splayed brick lintels with granite keystones. The second store windows have a
continuous stone lintels while the third floor openings have individual stone sills with small end
blocks. Above the third floor is a horizontal brick panel outlined by soldier brick with square
cornerstones of granite.

The south elevation of the building is exposed and displays two exterior chimneys which project

slightly. A door is centered between the sccond and third stories.

This block appears to have been originally constructed in the 1860s. The 1868 map labels this as
the Mcrrimac Block. The list of blocks published in the 1870 city directory describes Hill's Block
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as being located next to the Phoenix Hotel. The raiscd lettering reading E & P Hotel Co. is a later
addition, dating to the late 19th century.

In the late 19th century the first ficort storefront was occapied by Richardsen & Adams, clothing,.
Sanbom insurance maps indicate that in 1879 there was a jewelry and sewing machine store at 54
N. Main Strect, a furniture storc at 36 N. Main and a photography studio upstairs. By 1384 and
until at icast 1906, the first floor was occupied by a jewelry storc and a clothing storc and the
upstairs was part of the Phoenix Hotel to the south. A stationcry store replaced the 1ewelry store
prior to 1914,

The storefront at 54 North Main Strcet was occupied by Jack’s Boot Shop in 1932, by Endicott-
Johnson Shoe Company by 1950, by Roger’s Jewelry in the 1960s, until at least 1970. The
occupants of 56 North Main Street included the Cash Outlet clothing store from the 1930s until the
1939s and by Endicott-Johnson by 1960.

20. Phenix Hotel, 44-52 North Main Street, 1857/alt. 1954. Noncontributing building (due to
alteration).

This single-story commercial building offers little indication of the five-story Phenix Hotel which
was located here until the 1950s. The North Main Street facade has a brick veneer capped by a
projecting stucco sign band. The large anodized aluminum storefront windows are shaded by
canopies. It is only on the Phenix Avenue elevation that remnants of the former building remain
visible. The south wall of the building retains the original rusticated wood siding with a series of
applied pilasters. The five blocked windows include three different sizes of windows and retain
wooden hood molds and footed sills. The building site slopes downhill to the east with the
foundation and lower level constructed of granite blocks with openings filled with modern concrete
blocks. The rear elevation of the building is two stories in height, constructed of brick with all the
former window openings, rectangular with granite lintels and several segmentally-arched windows,
have all been filled with brick.

The Phenix Hotel was constructed in 1837, replacing a previous building which was destroyed by
fire in December 1856. In 1947 the mansard roofed fifth story of the building was removed and a
new flat roof was installed. In 1954 the upper stories of the building were removed, leaving the
present stngle-story structure.
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Nclson’s Five Cent Bargain Storce was located on the ground floor of this building from 1889 until
it was sold to J.J. Newbcerry in 1921. Newberry remained here until about 1983 and the space has
been occupied by the CVS drug store since the mid 1980s.

21. Phenix Livery Stable, 18-22 Low Avenue, 1874. Coatributing building.

This is one of numerous utilitarian storage buildings constructed in the 19th century behind the
Main Strect business blocks and in closc proxiniity to the railroad vards to the cast. The flat-
roofed brick building is roughly L-shaped in plan with the basc of the *L”, two stories in height
facing Low Avenuc and its more narrow, three-story high end facing Storrs Strect. Fenestration on
the east sidc includes a mix of arched openings with 6/6 and 1/1 sash. Steel beams have been
inserted above the first floor openings. The Low Avcnue side has almost all new windows. A
band of dccorative brick serves as a simple comice on this elevation. A windowless, 20th century
addition is locatcd to the west of the original building and is slightly higher in height.

It appears that this livery stable was constructed in 1874 to service the Phenix Hotel, replacing an
earlicr livery stable which is visible on the 1868 map. The stable was constructed for James R.
Hill and at its completion was described as undoubtedly the *“finest one in the state”. Rand &
Chesley were the masons and approximately 300,000 bricks were said to have been used in the
building. Mead & Mason were responsible for the carpentry. As originally constructed, a brick
wall ran through the center, scparating the horses on the north side from the carriages on the south.
There were 51 stalls on the lower floor with hay and a granary on the second floor. When
completed in 1874, the livery and boarding stable was operated by William K. Norton.

In the late 19th century the west elevation was spanned by a single-story shed and there was a
walkway spanning from the stable to the hotel buildings to the west. On the 1884 and 1893 maps
this 1s listed as the Dodge and Brickford Livery. The north part of the building sheltered horses
with the southern scction serving as a carriage house. By 1928 the building was being used by the
Farmcers Union Grain Company for storage.

22, Warehouse, 16 Low Avenue, ¢.1890/1912. Contributing building.

This flat-roofed brick building is roughly L-shaped in plan with the base of thc “L” facing Low
Avenue and its more narrow, three-story high end facing Storrs Strect. Facing Low Avenue, the
northcrn section is two storics in height and datcs to 1912 while the slightly broader section to the
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right dates to the late 19th century. The elevation is punctuated by arched openings containing
modanm single-pane windews. The long north glevation is eightcen bays decp and while there are
somc originai 6/6 sash; mcst have bean replaced by 1/1 windows. The narrow end facing Storrs
Street is just two bays wide and retains painted signage identifying this as Thompson & Heaguce's
Agricaltural Warchouse. The recessed section to the east is sheathed partially ie slate with Til!
siding below.

A single-story fiour and grain warchouse was on this site as early as 1870; the building was rcbuilt
or expanded to two storics in the latc 19th century. In 1912 the two-story section to the north was
added by Thompson & Hoague, hardware merchants, who operated a retail store in the Phenix Hall
(#23). The building was uscd by Thompson & Hoague as an agricultural warchouse for the
storage of agricultural implements, engines and clectrical lighting plants. The building is
illustrated in the Granite Monthly in 1915. The southern portion of the building was later used as
a garage.

23. Phenix Hall, 36-42 North Main Street, 1895. Contributing building.

The Phenix Hall is a five-story building constructed of pressed brick. The three first floor
storefronts have all been altered and are presently covered with colored metal panels set into metal
frames with slate covering the entrance vestibules. The second floor of the facade has a narrow,
central 1/1 window flanked on each sidc by two pairs of wooden 1/1 windows, linked by
continuous smooth, limestone sills and lintels. Wooden letters reading “Phenix Hall” are mounted
above the second floor windows. The third and four story windows are treated as a single unit and
there is no central opening. The windows on each floor contain 1/1 sash with stone sills and lintels;
those on the fourth floor are capped by a semi-circular arched, multi-light transom with two
diamond panes in the center. The arches are linked to each other by a belt course of bricks set on
edge. Between each third and floor window there is a narrow panel with a terra cotta border. The
fifth floor openings consist of seven small square windows which are set between stone beltcourses.
To the side of cach windows three square terra cotta tiles are insct in the brick.

The south clevation of the building is constructed of common brick with few openings other than

an upper level fire escape. On the north side of the building is a painted advertisement for Coca
Cola.
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The Phenix Hail dates to 1894-3 and replaces an carlicr building of the same name, constructed in
1855 and destroyed by fire in November 1893. Located on the third floor of the building, the New
Phcnix Hall was described as one of the finest auditoriums in the state when it was opened in
March 1893, It had a capacity of $76, including 664 birch chairs with fiber scats and backs on the
floor and 312 scats of cherry in the gallery. The stage measured 36 feet in width and 135 1/2 feet
decp. The main floor was made of Georgia rift pinc and the wainscoting and casings were
whitewood. The frescocd ceiling was painted by John Ganrnion, §r. of Manchester and the
architects were Dow and Randlett. Over the years, the auditorium was the scene for political
speeches, lectures, theater preductions, boxing and wrestling matches, agricultural fairs and
dances. Theodore Roosevelt spoke here in 1912.

In the late 1890s the first floor occupants included Kimball, Corser & Powell, clothing store at 36
North Main Street; Fred Reed & Co. Grocers, and Thompson & Hoague’s hardware store at 42
North Main. Corser & Powell were still at 36 N. Main until at least 1914. Later occupants
included various clothing stores. Weston L. Fickett & Co., jewelers were located at 38 North Main
from 1913 into the 1930s. Thompson & Hoague’s hardware store occupied part of the building

until the 1960s. Elliott’s and a Sherwin Williams paint storc occupicd the first floor in the 1960s
and 70s.

The Phenix Theater closed in the mid 1930s because of hard economic times and a new fire safety
code that required a costly new stairway. The old stairs were torn out and the theater remained
unused until the early 1970s when Jacob Ciborowski bought the building and spent two years and
$100,000 renovating it. The thcater ccased operations as a theater in 1989 due to a need for costly
code improvements.

24. Fanny Farmer Candy Store, 34 North Main Street, ¢.1900/alt. ¢.1950. Contributing
building.

This single-story infill building may date to the late 19th or early 20th century although its
storefront is a ¢.1950 alteration. The rccessed entry is to the viewer’s left with an adjacent two-
part angled display window set in a metal frame with a painted grid where the transom would be.
Much of the storefront including the area above the window is faced with black Carrerra glass; an
area of white glass is located to the left of the doorway.
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This storcfront appcars to have been constructed by ihe Fanny Farmer Candy Co. about 1950, on
the site of a building formerly occupied by Hubert Coal. Fanny Farmer remained kere intc the
1970s. The building now houses the Christian Science Reading Room.

2S. Commercial Block, 24-32 North Main Street, 1960. Nonconiributing building (due to

age).

Located at the northeast corner of North Matin and Depot Strects, this single-story biock contains
four storcfronts scparatcd by fluted aluminum supports that extends slightly above the roof of the
building. The display windows arc sct in mctal frames and set above concrete. Porcelain panels
arc mounted above the storefront, in aqua or red. The south wall facing Depot Street is brick.

This singlc siory building was constructed in 1960 on the site of the Smith’s Block, a four-story
building which burned in March 1960. The initial tenants of the building were Fletcher’s Factory
Storc, Concord Wool and Gibson’s. Bookland has occupied space here since at least 1970.

26. Martin & Luscomb Block, 1-5 Depot Street, 1891-2. Contributing building.

Coastructed in 1891-2, the Martin & Luscomb Block at 1-5 Depot Street is a four-story brick
block constructed on a site which slopes downhill to the east. The first floor is divided into two
storefronts with a recessed entrance at the center leading upstairs. Set above a granite base, both
of the storefronts retain cast iron supports with chamfered edges and are decorated on the front
face by incised lines and raiscd knobs. The large plate glass windows are set within wooden
frames and are capped by two-light transoms. Some of the original paneled bulkheads also
survive. On the westemn storefront the original double doors with large glass panes survive; on the
other storcfront the doors have been replaced by modern metal and glass doors. The recessed
vestibule, once tiled, is set above two granite steps and has a beadboard ceiling. Visible on the cast
iron lintel above the storefronts are raised letters reading “Trenton, NJ”.

On the threc upper floors the fenestration consists of three replacement 1/1 sash at the center
flanked on cach side by two narrow pairs of 1/1 windows. At the top and bottom of the windows
there are rough-faced granite beltcourses and between the stories there are two raised beltcourses.
At the top of the building there is continuous brick corbelling with a dentil-like course under the
projecting wooden cornice.
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Three brick chimneys rise from the west side of the building and iron tic rods are also visible. The
windows on this clcvation consist of 1/1 sash with hecaders formed by two courses of header bricks
and individual granite sills.

"This block was constructcd by Martin & Luscomb in 1891-2. A brief mention appcaring in the
Monitor on October 24, 1891 notes that the first floor brick walls were ncaring completicn: on
March 9, 1892 the paper reported that the building was rcady for plasterers. Nathanicl Martin was
a lawver who also sold rcal cstate and insurance. He maintained an office in the buiiding for many
years and also served as mayor of the City. Less is known about Aubrcy Luscomb who was
employed as a clerk and moved to Portsmouth prior to 1910.

Directory listings indicatc that the first floor tenants of the block changed frequently and can
gencrally be characterized as food and drink establishments. Miss Margaret Hunt operated a
saloon at 5 Depot Street about 1892. John Higgins was the proprietor of a restaurant here in 1897.
Mrs. Mary Luscomb, apothecary, was located at 5 Depot in 1906 but by 1910 Charles Tenney had
a billiard and pool room here. A cigar shop and billiard rooms were here in 1920 and 1940.

No. | Depot Street contained Jacob Brothers” liquor store in 1904 and Dennis Sweeney’s eating
parlor by 1910. Sweeney’s Restaurant was still here in 1940. The space was later leased to a
billiards parlor, furniture store and gallery. Today, the storefronts contain a book store and cigar
and pipe store.

27. Griffin Block, 7-7 1/2 Depot Street, ¢.1893. Contributing building.

This narrow, four-story brick building was constructed on the site of an earlier two-story frame
building c.1895. The first floor storefront was altered ¢ 1960 and has a yellow brick lower wall
supporting elevated metal display windows. The upper floors are three bays wide and the
predominant window is a 1/1 sash which is fitted with exterior storm windows and capped by a
clear transom. Smooth granite beltcourses are located above and below the windows. Above the
fourth floor windows there are three oval windows, cach with granite keystones at the four
quadrants. At the top of the building there are corbel stops at each end topped by copper knobs.
Between the corbel stops is a band of recessed brick panels.

Sanborn insurance maps indicate that this building was constructed between 1893 and 1899. Both
the 1906 and 1914 maps indicate that the storcfront was occupied by a saloon. The earliest listing
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found for this address indicates that John J. Griffin was here in 1897. A carpentcr by trade, it is
possible that Griffin built the structure. Later directories (c.1910) refer to this as the Griffin
Block. Grifiin died in 1918 at the age of 48.

The 1900 directory indicates that therc was a bililard room on the first floor; by 1906 this was
home to L.E. Currier & Co., liquors. Later cccupants of the first floor included Raoul Perras’
billiards hall (1940), Super Grill (1950) and Phillips Restaurant (c.1960-c.1980).

28. Smith & Walker Block, 9-15 Depot Street, 1876. Contributing building.

Set on a site which slopes downhill to the east, thc Smith & Walker Building at 9-15 Depot Street
is a threc-story brick block with granite trimmings. The first floor is ordered by cight brick piers
with granitc caps that arc rough-faced with a smooth margin. The piers support a rough-faced
granite lintel. All of the original storefront elements have been replaced by single pane windows
with anodized aluminum panels above. The second and third floors of the facade are seven bays
wide with segmental arched opcnings filled with modern 1/1 replacement sash. All of the windows
are capped by brick lintels with granite keystones. The lintels are joined by a rough-faced granite
beltcourse. A pair of iron tic rods are located above the second floor. The comice is decorated by
projecting brick bands and triangular corbels.

The east elevation of the building retains a faded painted sign reading “Chocolates™ dating back to
the building’s use as a candy factory beginning in the 1920s. Two brick chimneys rise from the
east side of the flat roof.

A brief article appearing in the Monitor on December 9, 1876 reported that Smith & Walker, well-
known silver platers and hamess and carriage hardware dealers had just completed a new brick
block on Depot Street. Leland Smith remained connected to the business until his retirement about
1904. An article on local businesses appearing in the New York Industrial Recorder in 1900
stated that Smith’s store was then the oldest business house in existence in Concord. It was
founded in 1842 and operated by Smith since 1847. Smith was a trustee of the Merrimack County
Savings Bank, a member of the State Legislature from 1881 to 1882 and served as an alderman for
four years. He dicd in 1913.

In the early years, additional space in the building was rented to a machine shop printer. In 1884
photographer H.C. Bailey had spacc in the block. Conant’s Steam Laundry was at 13 Depot Street
by 1900 and remained here for about twenty years. About 1920 Treisman Brothers and the
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Diversi Co., Inc., confectionery manusacturers tcek over much of the building. Treisman Brothers
remained here until about 1979,

29. Depaot Iron Store, 17 Depot Street, 1872, Contributing building.

Setback shightly from tie street, 17 Depot Strect s a thiree-story utilitarian brick building which
has served anumcrous tses since its construction in the late 19th century. The S x 8-bay building is
punctuated by scgmentally arched openings which now contain anodized alummum 171 windows,
replacing what were originally 2/2 sash. The lintels consist of two rows of header brick and the
sills are rough-faced granite. Projecting from the front of the building and the east elevation are
¢.1980 single-story greenhouse structures which shelter the original arched doors and windows.

Diamond tie rods are visible on the west elevation as is painted lettering reading “Depot Iron Store
Ottice” with an arrow. On the front of the building “Thompson & Hoague™ is painted above the
second story windows with “Agricultural Warchouse” above the third floor. The comice consists
of a plain brick frieze and dentil course. Three brick chimneys rise from the west side of the flat-
roofed building.

A brief mention appearing in the Monitor on July 29, 1872 noted that Messrs. William and Gust.
Walker were crecting a new storchouse on the sitc of the old Depot Store, which was bumed some
time ago. The 1879 Sanborn map wkich indicates that the building was then being used to store
iron and steel. In 1884 the iron and steel store was on the first floor, there were offices on the
second and the Gillette Portrait Copying Co. occupied the third.

Willis D. Thompson purchased the building, known as the Depot Iron Store, from Walker & Ladd
in 1890. The same ycar Edward C. Hoague cntered into a partnership and the hardware company
became known as the Thompson & Hoague Company. The building served as an extension of the
hardware store, located at 42 North Main Street in the Phenix Hall (#23), for many years. It now
contains offices and a restaurant.

30. Statesman Building, 18-20 North Main Street, 1866-7. Contributing building.

The Statesman Building is a four-story brick building constructed in 1866-7 with a distinctive
truncated comner, bracketed comice and arched window openings. When first built, balconies at
the corer windows, a segmental door hood at the first floor, a cast iron arcaded storefront and
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quoincd supports at the first floor level all further emphasized the building’s Italianate feeling. The
upper floors of the building have five bays of openings facing North Main Street and six bays
fronting Depot Street. The wall surface adjacent to cach window is recessed slightly and the
windows arc scparated by shallow brick strips. The arched openings, which eriginally contained
arched 6/6 sash and later rectangular 1/1 sash with clear arched transoms, now have metal
replacement 1/1 sash with metal pancls above.

The Concord granite storefronts were added to the building in 1925 and according to a newspaper
account of the day take the form of a pilastered Doric order of the Italian Renaissance. The
display windows are sct in bronze frames with transoms and are flanked by pilasters. The full
entablature is cmbellished by triglyphs, guttae and dentils and the main entrance has rope and
foliate moldings, oval medallions and swags of fruits. The brenze canopy is suspended by four
metal wires and bears the name of the block as well as the two banks which were once
headquartered here. Acroterion risc from the cdges of the canopy. Punctuating the first floor of
the Depot Street elevation is a set of five single-panc windows set between a stone lintel and sill
with a bronze surround decoratcd by dentil and bead and recl moldings. An additional three-story
scction, four bays in depth, extends along Depot Street to the east of the main building and with the
same archcd openings.

This building was erected in 1866-7 to house the New Hampshire Statesman, one of Concord’s
three important mid 19th century newspapers which was formerly located in the Phenix Block. A
few years later the paper combined forces with the Monitor, a Republican paper which introduced
Concord’s first daily in 1864.

The Statesman Building is located on the site of the Garrison House of James Osgood and later the
famous Wiggin Tavern but by 1866 the sitc was occupied by scveral shanties. Excavation for the
foundation began in September 1866, the first brick was laid October 1, and on December 15th the
roof was in place. The architect of the building was Edward Dow. The brickwork (Pembroke
brick) was completed by Lyman Fellows and Hall Rand and E.B. Hutchinson served as carpenter.
As originally constructed, the basement contained the presses while there was a book bindery on
the second floor. The third floor was occupicd by Benjamin Carr’s photography studio and
Bryant, Stratton & Sharpe’s Commercial College was located on the fourth floor. The newspaper
shared quarters with McFarland and Jenks Stcam Printing Works. In 1886, the Statesman
Building became the first building in Concord to be lit with electricity. The Statesman, a weekly
newspaper, was published here until 1898. In 1892 the First National Bank moved into the
building. In 1925 the First National Bank and its affiliate bank, the Union Trust Company, made
extensive alterations to the first floor of the Statesman Building and the adjacent storefront of the
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Currier Bleck. The alterations to the building were completed according to plans by Monks &
Johnson of Boston with Harry G. Forrest of Concord serving as the locai representative of the
architccts. The banks continued to occupy this space until 1956 when they merged with the
National Statc Capital Bank to form the Concord National Bank and constructed a nicw building at
the comer of N. Main and Warren Streets (#78). The building was owned by the Sullivan Drug
Co. from 1964 until 1972 and the drug storc occupied thie ficst floor storefront.

The meeting hall upstairs was known as Liberty Hal! in the late 19th and early 20th century.

31. Currier Block, 14-16 North Main Street, by 1874. Contributing building.

The Currier Block is a three-story brick block with an upper facade that measures six bays across.
The first floor storefront at 16 North Main Street was completely remodeled ¢.1970 and has large
glass display windows and a varnished wooden door recessed slightly and 1s fronted by a slate-
covered threshold. The storefront to the west was absorbed by the adjacent bank in 19235 at which
time the Classical Revival storefront treatment with display windows set in bronze frames with
transom lights was added. The storefronts are capped by a continuous wide granite fricze with a
projecting cornice displaying a pancled underside.

On the upper levels the arched openings now contain rectangular 1/1 metal replacement windows
with arched metal panels above. The original windows consisted of an arched 4/4 sash. The lintels
are formed by two courses of header brick. Projccting brick belt courses are located at the sill level
on both the second and third stories. The building is capped by a heavy bracketed cornice.

According to Sanborn insurance maps, the building at 14-16 North Main Street was constructed
prior to 1874. There was a building on this site at the time of the 1868 map although it is not clear
if it is the current building. The list of downtown blocks included in local directorics first refers to
this as Curricr’s Block in the 1881 directory.

The storefront at 14 North Main Street contained the grocery store of Batchelder & Co. for many
years. The business was established in 1866. Batchelder’s was located here until at least 1910;
the grocery store was operated by C.D. Steele & Son in 1922. First National Stores, grocers, werc
located at 14 North Main Street by 1932. By 1950 Dora’s Smart Shop was located here. The
space was later occupied by Solomon’s in the 1960s and 1970s.
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In 1925 the First National Bank and its affiliatc bank, the Union Trust Company, madc extensive
altcrations to the adjacent Statesman Building and took over the storcfront to the south of the bank.
The banks continued to occupy this combincd space unti! 1956 when they merged with the
National Statc Capital Bank te form the Concerd National Bank and constructed a new building at
the cormer of N. Main and Warrcen Strects {(#738).

32. Moore’s Block, 4-12 Nerth Main Street, by 1868. Noncontributing building {(due to
alteration).

This two-story, mid 19th century brick block has scen numerous alterations in the 20th century.
The upper floor of the building was originally lit by four sets of three windows with a double
window at the center of the clevation. Today, only the central window remains in its original form,
with a granite lintel. Most of the other windows on the upper story were removed in the early 20th
century to accommodate larger openings capable of bringing in more light. Above the storefront at
10 North Main Street, the three original opcnings remain but have been surrounded by enamel
panels. The storefront at #12 retains its original cast iron supports decorated by flutes on the front
face and three intertwined circles below. A granite post is also visible on the north end of the
building.

The exact date of construction of Moore’s Block is not known although it appears to date to ¢.1360
and is included on the 1868 map of Concord. As early as 1872 there was a meat market at 4 North
Main Street, operated by Kilburn & Emmons. G. B. Emmons was still the proprietor of the meat
market in the early 20th century although by 1914 there was a fish market on the first floor with a
restaurant upstairs. Bank’s Fish Market was here in 1932,

No. 6 North Main Street contained a grocery store in the 1870s operated by D.A. Macurdy. There
was a printer and a barber here in the late 19th century. Nardini’s Restaurant/Bakery was located
here from 1905 until c.1950. Giuseppe Nardini was initially the proprietor of the Boston Fruit Co.
but sold the business to establish his first restaurant at the Pleasant Street junction in 1893. The
space has been occupied by a dry clcaning store since about 1960.

The shop at 10 N. Main Street was occupied initially by a grocer and then by a fruit and
confectionery establishment which also sold fireworks (W.F. Danforth & Son) beginning about
1880. Henry Diversi & Co. (Boston Fruit Co.) was located here from about 1900 into the 1990s.
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The northcmmost storefront of the block (12 North Main) containcd Edwin Bishop’s stove and tin
merchant, in the 1890s and later a hardware store. A hardware store, initially operated by Scribner
& Britton and later known as A.H. Britton & Co., was here from ¢.1900 into the 1930s. (A
description of the principzls and an illustration of the storefront is inciuded a 1915 Granite
Monthiy article). Gardner Hardware was here in the latc 1940s and early 1950s.

The block was subdivided into four scparate parccls many years ago, probably in the 1940s. It
was later known as the Rosenblatt Building.

33. Dutton Block, 2 - 2 1/2 North Main Street, 1890. Contributing building.

Located at the northcast comner of North Main and Pleasant Street Extension, the Dutton Block is a
brick block which presents three full stories to North Main Street with an additional lower level
exposed to the east due to the sloped site. A decorative brick comice consists of three courses of
bricks sct on edge with a paneled course above. An additional projecting brick course below the
second and third story windows is limited to the four-bay wide facade. Much of the second floor of
the facade is obscured by a large billboard. The predominant window is a modern 6/6 replacement
sash. Therc are also two arched windows on the lower level of the long, twelve-bay wide Pleasant
Street Extension clevation.

The first floor storefront was extensively remodeled c.1960 with large display windows set in metal
frames with metal panels below and a wide plastic and metal signboard above. The pair of cast
iron supports framing the entrance to the upstairs appear to be all that remain of the original cast
iron storcfronts although additional posts may survive under the present storcfront. The posts are
fluted with raised knobs.

Constructed in 1890, the Dutton Block is located on the site of the Elm House which had occupied
the northeast comer of North Main and Pleasant Streets for ncarly half a century until it was

demolished in 1890 to widen Pleasant Street Extension. The Elm House had become a hotcl in
1844.

Deed records show that Jacob S. and Nancy L. Dutton purchased the property from Charles Moore
in 1870. The Sanborn map indicatcs that in 1893 the first floor was occupied by a boots and shoe
store with offices on the second floor. In 1896 the Puritana Medicine Company occupicd the first
floor and basement of the building. In 1906 a stationery store was located on the first floor with a
billiards parlor in the basement. Both the 1914 and 1928 maps show a drug store located here.
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Putnan: the Druggist was here in 1932 with offices and apartments upstairs. The Sterling Cut
Rate drug store was here in the 19530s and 60s; by 1971 Rix Health and Beauty Aids occupied the
spacc An article on downtown improvements appearing i the Monitor in 1963 noicd that the
Super-X at 2 Main Street was beiag remodceled. The building was owned by the Dutton family
from its construction in 1890 until 1908.

33. Commercial Building, 3-13 Pleasant Street Extension, 1926. Contributing building.

This singlc-story block of four stores was constructed about 1926 on a lot that slopes downhill to
the east. The painted brick building rests on a concrete foundation and has a flat roof. The four
storcfronts are scparated by brick piers. The recessed entries were updated c¢.1980 with metal
framed storefronts containing large plate glass windows topped by a single transom. Abtove the
storcfronts the brick is laid in varied patterns with a band of soldicr brick topped by a rowlock
coursc and eight courscs of stretcher brick and concluding with another course of rowlock brick.
The east wall of the building is stuccocd with a brick chimney. On the left wall four square
window openings with concrete sills have been covered with boards.

According to an article appcaring in the Concord Monitor on April 28, 1926, this site had been
gutted by fire several months earlier and a Laconia man was planning on constructing a block of
stores that would carry the business center down to the depot. The stores had been constructed by
the time of the 1928 Sanborn map.

3S. Shapiro Building, 19 Storrs Street, 1965. Noncontributing building (due to age).

Constructed in 1965 to house Toy City, 19 Storrs Street is a two-story metal building capped by a
low gable roof. The building is set above a concrete foundation. The north, east and west
elevations have all been faced with T111 siding. The remaining south side has a metal extertor.
Fenestration consists primarily of casement windows with two sets of double doors facing Storrs
Street.

This Armco steel structure was commissioned by Milton and Allan Shapiro and was built by the
Nashoba Valley Construction Co. When the building was completed in 1963, the first floor and
rear half of the second story were to be occupied by Toy City, with the remaining 3000 square feet
of offices on the second floor, facing the shopping center, to be leased. The building is currently
occupied by an antique shop.
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36. Commercial Building, 13 Storrs Street, ¢.1970. Noncontributing building (due to age).

This small brick building appears to have been constructed about 1970. Thce single-story, side-
gabled building rests on a concrcte foundation and is capped by an asphalt roof. Cn thc front of
the building there is a Colonial fluted surround with dentil fricze framing a multi-glass door. Next
to the entrance is a tripartite picturc windew with diamond panes. A single-stery brick cll extends
behind.

There is no listing for a building at this address in the 1970 directory. The 1975 directory lists this
as the sitc of Knee’s Realty. The building is now occupied by the Eagle Copy Center.

37. Restaurant, 9 Storrs Street, ¢.1968. Noncontributing building (due to age).

Located at the northwest corncr of Storrs Strecet and Pleasant Street Extension, this single-story
white brick is building capped by a low gable roof with overhanging eaves and rounded metal trim.
The front facing Storrs Street has six single-pancd windows which extend from a low brick wall to
the eaves. Thc overhanging eaves shelter an entrance on the north side while a projecting glazed
vestibule has been added on the south side.

It appears that this building was constructed as a restaurant about 1968. In 1969 the establishment
was known as Mr. Hot Dog and was owned by John F. Jones. In the early 1970s it was known as
Big John’s Restaurant. The building is presently occupied by the Commercial Credit office.

38. Monitor & Statesman Building, 10 Pleasant Street Extension, 1912. Contributing
building.

Consisting of two full stories with a basement underneath and set on a site which slopes downbhill
to the cast, the Monitor and Statesman Building is a white pressed brick building constructed in
1912. The building is six bays wide on the Storrs Street elevation with eight bays facing Pleasant
Strect Extension. The fenestration pattern is defined by shallow piers which rise the height of the
building and are topped by angled stone capitols with notches on the lower edge. The angle of the
capitols corrcsponds to the angle of the splayed lintels capping the upper level windows. The
upper level windows retain their original 8/2 sash facing Pleasant Street. On the cast side the
windows consist of 8/1 sash with paired 4/4 windows lighting the basement. The first floor facade
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windows coansist of singic-paned sash with four iight transems above and wooden panels installed
below (replacing what were originally multi-pancd pancls. [n the third and sixth bays there arc
stone spandrel tabicts with raised letters rzading “Monitor” and “Statesman”. The entrance 1s
located in the westemmost bay under a spalling stene lintel. The original door has tecn replaced
by a smaller multi-glass and wood door.

The Mcniter & Statesman Building was constructed in 1912 for fermer Governor John B. Smith

on a vacant lot cast of his apartmcnt house, The Eadicott (#39). The building was designed by

Concord architect George W. Griffin. As originally designed the press room was located in the

basement, the business offices and editorial rooms on the ground floor and the composing room

above. The lower level windows allowed passersby to watch the press in operation. The building
. was located ncar the railroad station and north of the Railroad YMCA (both no longer extant).

The Monitor vacated this building in 1929 for a ncw building at 3 North State Strect. Directories
indicate that the building was vacant in 1932 but that by 1940 it was occupied by an auto supply
storc and sports shop. A lighting storc is located here today.

39. Endicott Hotel, 1 South Main Street, 1894. Contributing building.

Constructed in 1892-4, the Endicott Hotel is a four-story brick block with a circular oriel tower
which emphasizes its promincnt corner location. Indicative of a Queen Anne-style influence, the
building is also enlivened by various other decorative features. The South Main Street facade is
divided into three bays by brick pilasters which extend above the flat roof and originally doubled as
chimney stacks. The central bay contains a pair of windows with three bays to the south and two
to the north, balanced by the projecting oricl window. The predominant window is a rectangular
1/1 sash with a flat-arched lintel accented by a marblc keystone. Above the Main Street entrance
there is a single arched window flanked by oversized scroll consoles supporting a third story
balcony. The neon sign over the entrance was probably added ¢.1935. A two-story oriel window
spans from the sccond to third floor in the southemmost facade bay. Marble beltcourses are
located above the third and fourth stories. The north clevation, facing Pleasant Street Extension, 1s
fourteen bays wide. The central four bays are grouped and defined by brick pilaster strips and
flanked by three groups of two bays to the east and two sets of two bays to the west. Within this
bay arrangement, there are threc projecting three-sided bays.

Centcred on the Main Street elevation is the main entrance with a recessed, matchboarded door
surround and cast iron stoop. There is a diagonally-placed corner store entrance to the north. Both
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the Main Strect storefroats witnessed the ¢. 1940 addition of black Carrerra glass and aluminum
letters ¢.1940. The building site slopes downhill to the cast, resulting in a full bascment story with
a scparalc storc entrance on the north clevation.

Ttus building, initially known as Blanchard’s Blozk, was completed for dry goods dealer Charles
G. Blanchard in 1894, according to designs by the Damon Brothers of Haverhill, Massachusetts.

e building was significant as the first large commercial structure crected on Main Street south of
Plcasant Strect and it helped stimulated the development of Pleasant Strect as an extension of the
commercial downtown. The block was also the first downtown building to be completely devoted
to commercial use; it lacked the residential apartments and meeting halls common to downtown
buildings of the period. The building was purchased by ex-Governor John B. Smith in 1908,
renamed “The Endicott™ and gradually converted to hotel usc between 1908 and 1920.

Located in close proximity to the railroad depot (no longer extant), the Endicott remained a
transicnt hotel for over fifty years. The upper storics of the building were converted into
apartments in 1985.

The storefronts have had various tenants over the years. Endicott Furniture was located at 1 South
Main Street in 1932 and was succeeded by Shenvin Williams paint store which remained here into
the 1960s and later by Hooz’s. In 1932 George Wilde’s clothing store was located at 5 South
Main. By 1942 Edward Fine & Son, clothicr, was located here. Fine had previously worked for
the Boston Store. The storc remains here today, over fifty years later.

This building was individually listed on the National Register in 1987.

40. Dunlap Photo Service, 7 South Main Street, 1967. Noncontributing building (due to age).

This single-story infill structure was constructed about 1967 in the alley between the Endicott
Hotel and the Colonial Block. The narrow facade is punctuated by a glass-and-metal door and a
single display window. The building was constructed for the Dunlap Photo Service which was
formcrly located across the street at 8 South Main Strect #53). It presently contains a record store.
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41. Colonial Block, 9-13 South Main Street, ¢.1896/alt. ¢.1910. Contributing building.

Most of this brick commercial building dates to the late 19th century; the fourth story was added
somewhat later, between 1906 and 1914, The four-story, brick building is accented by yellow
brick quoins and a bold projecting cornice embeliished by modillions, bead and recl moldings and
coffcrs between volutes.

The southern portion of the first floor was cxtensively altered ¢.1985 with the former display
windows filled with concrete block with recessed circles. The center entrance, lcading upstairs,
consists of a modern glass-and-metal door capped by a leaded, semi-clliptical fanlight and appears
to be part of the original construction. The storefront to the north was altered ¢.1940 and is faced
with black Carrerra glass. The recessed entry is flanked by display windows which are angled on
one side and step back on the other. The first floor storefronts arc capped by a wide signboard
with plain fricze. Windows on the second and third stories consist of a set of three windows at the
center flanked by two pairs on each side. All of the windows contain 8/1 replacement sash with
flat arch brick lintels. Those on the third floor have stone sills. The wide stone belt course above
the third story openings acts as a base and sill for the fourth story windows. The upper story is
punctuated by five sets of three windows, smaller in height and separated by vertical polished
marble pancls framed by egg-and-dart moldings.

Inspection of Sanborn insurance maps suggests that the Colonial Block was constructed between
1893 and 1906 with the fourth story added between 1906 and 1914. The Monitor & Statesman
Co. moved to the Colonial Block in 1898 and remained here until 1912 when a new building was
constructed on Pleasant Street Extension. In 1906 the tenants included the Monitor printing office
and an undertaker. The Colonial Block was purchased by Harry Shapiro from Shadrach C.
Morrill in 1911. Shapiro, who had then been in business only nine years, was the proprictor of the
Boston Shoe Store at 15 South Main Street. The Colonial Block was the scene of several small
fires on December 26, 1912 and September 27, 1919.

By 1915 the southern part of the building had been renovated for use by the adjacent Boston
Department Store while the north half (9-11 South Main Street) comprised a separate shop. The
1936 directory lists both Scars & Roebuck (at 11-19 South Main Street) and the Boston Store (11-
23 South Main Street) as occupants of the building. By 1942 Shapiro had retired and directories
list Sears as the only occupant. Sears remained a downtown fixture until 1990 when the store was
moved to the Steeplegate Mall. The northern storefront was occupicd by various establishments
including the Mohican Co., grocers, in 1932 and Scott Jewelers in 1950.
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42. Shapiro Building, 15-23 South Main Street, late 19th ¢./alt. 1922, Contributing buiiding,

Located at the northeast corner of Scuth Main and Freight Streeats, this three-story comimercial
buiiding was altcred/reconstructed for the Boston Stere in the carly 1920s. The upper storics of
the South Main Street tacade arc faced with stone blocks under a projccting comice decerated by
dennl. modiliion and egg-and-dart moldings, indicative of a Classical Revival influence.

The first floor of the building was extensively reimodeled ©.1985 and most of the window area has
been replaced by stonc blocks with applied circles. One recessed storefront remains at the north
end of the building. Above the first floor the frieze and dentil coursc remain intact. The second
floor windows consist of two scts of thrce single-panc windows, a pair and a single unit. All of the
windows arc capped by transoms and are sct in a mctal frame. The windows arc capped by
splayed lintcls capped by egg-and-dart moldings. On the third floor, the window area is identical
out the large windows are divided into four scctions, rather than three, and two projecting
beltcourses act like a lintel.

On the south side of the building, facing Freight Strect, the finishes and materials used on the
facade continuc for a single bay. The remainder of the building has a painted brick exterior and
many of the horizontal openings have been covered with boards. To the rear of the elevator tower,
the building steps down to a single-story with basement. The rear of the building is in poor
condition and portions have been demolished.

This building is located on the site of and may incorporate parts of a 19th century building which
included the Cummings Brothers marble works on the corner of South Main and Freight Streets.

In 1921 Harry Shapiro, owner of the Boston Store, acquired the property and quickly began
making changcs to accommodate the expansion of his store. (Shapiro had purchased the adjacent
Colonial Blockin 1911). A new two-story, brick building was built to the east of the existing
building for the marble works. According to an article in the Monitor on January 9, 1922, Shapiro
planned to add another story to the brick block on the Freight Street corner to conform to the height
of the adjacent building. Inside, every partition on the first floor was removed and the floors were
strengthened by installing steel I-beams. An office balcony was constructed in the rear of the first
floor on the southeast corner and a passenger elevator was also added. All of the previous seven
entrances were eliminated and replaced by two main entrances. The original brick facing on the
building was removed and white stone facing was substituted, punctuated by new display windows.
Plans for the building were drawn by George Cunningham from pencil sketches drawn by Harry
Shapiro.
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Sears & Rocbuck was located here as carly as 1936 and by 1942 had totally taken over the space
previously occupied by the Boston Store. Sears remained here until 19990 when it moved to thie
new Stceplegate Mall on the outskirts of the city.

43. Hall Brothers Commercial Block, 25-29 South Main Street, 1926. Contributing building.

This single-story brick commercial building was originally divided into three separate storefronts
and was renovated in 1998 for Gibson’s Bookstore. The facade is divided into three parts by brick
picrs and the northwest comer of the building, at the intersection of South Main and Freight Street
is angied. The center two piers extend above the flat roof to form a parapet wall. The main
cntrance is now located in the center scction and is defined by tapered supports. The other original
entrances have been replaced by continuous plate glass windows set above recessed panels with
wooden transom panels. The north elevation facing Freight Street is ordered by five shallow piers
and is punctuatcd by small, elevated, horizontal, metal windows.

This building was constructed in 1926 by the Hall Brothers adjacent to the Hall Brothers Garage
and on the site of some deteriorating wooden structures. According to an article appearing in the
Monitor on April 13, 1926, the three-store building extended 90 feet in depth on Freight Street and
was constructed of Concord tapestry brick at a cost of about $50,000. Although only a single-
story in height, the foundations and walls were constructed to bear the weight of a second story
which could be added later.

The three stores have been leased to a vanety of tenants over the years. In 1932 the occupants
were the Ramona Cafe (25 S. Main), Emest Brooks’ electrical supplies (27 S. Main) and the
Modem Food Shop (29 S. Main). The storefront at 25 S. Main was later occupicd by a
confectionery and by Western Auto (c.1960). Mickey’s War Surplus (later Mickey Finn’s) was
located at 27 S. Main for many years beginning in the late 1940s and Jo Ann Hats was at 29 S.
Main Street in the 1950s and 1960s. There are now multiple owners of the property; Gibson’s
Bookstore occupics all three storefronts. It is one of Concord’s oldest businesses, owned in the late
19th century by Charles Batchelder and taken over by W.C. Gibson in 1898. In the early 20th
century the bookstore was located in the Eagle Hotel Block.
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44. Ilall Brothers Garage, 31 South Main Strest, 1921. Contributing building.

The former Hall Broihers Garage is a long, two-story brick block with concrete trim, constructed
in 1921. The facade 1s organized into threc bays by brick piers rising the height of the building,
capped by round-arched capsiones with inlaid concrete triangles pointing downward below and
stone tlocks capped by upward triangles at the base. Ceatered between the capstones arc concrete-
topped parapet walls; that in the center is arched while the outer two are rectangular.

The first floor is now divided into two storefronts with the entrances located in the end bays. Both
of the entrances are recessed and consist of a glass-and-wood door flanked by large, single-pane
aisplay windows. The wider center bay is divided into two display windows and all of the bays are
capped by modem, two-row, multi-light transoms.

On the second floor there arc four large squarc opcenings containing single-pane windows above
movable lower panels. The windows are outlined by a border of stretcher brick with square
concrete blocks at the upper comers. Continuous concrete sills and concrete footed sills span
between the piers.

The north sidc of the building is ordered by three-story brick piers. The lower two stories have
arched openings filled with pairs of 4/4 windows, come of which are modern replacements. A
ramp lcads to a second floor entrance. The rear clevation is punctuated by modern 4/4 sash and
has a central elevator tower.

This building was constructed in 1921 as a Ford sales and service station by the Hall Brothers-
Llewecllyn Company. Carl A. Hall served as president of the company, L.S. Hall was responsible
for the sales end of the business and R.H. Llewellyn was in charge of the organization work and
advertising. At its completion, the building was described as one of the most extensive ventures in
the automobile business in the state. Sanborn insurance maps indicate that the present building

was preceded by a single-story garage, set back from the strect, which was constructed between
1906 and 1914.

As described in the Monitor on April 9, 1921, the building was constructed of “tapestry brick
ormnamented with art stone”. The three levels comprised a total of 24,000 square feet and the
building included a three-ton electric elevator to transport cars from one floor to another. In
addition to a car agency, the building contained a public garage with a capacity of 100 cars on the
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first floor. The repair shop was located upstairs. The Halls Brothers Garage was a Ford repair
shop and dcealership. At the front of the third floor wvas a salesroom finished in fumed oak.

Bv 1950 the building was occupied by the Ralph George Motor Co., Ford sales and service, and
Hali Brothers Petroleum. Geodyear Tire Service was located here in 1960 and by 1970 the
building was vacani. The building has been rehabilitated to contain stores and offices and has been
subdividcd into multiple condominium units.

45. Commercial Building, 33 South Main Street, c.1921. Noncontributing building (due to
alteration).

Adjacent to the former Hall Brothers Garage and built at the same time is this single-story, brick
commercial building. The facade is framed by two brick piers. The area between the piers has
been painted and includes two bands of soldier brick. The original door opening or storefront has
been entirely replaced by a modem glass and metal storefront with double doors. A greenhouse
addition projects from the south wall.

This building was probably constructed at the same time as the Hall Brothers Garage which dates
to 1921.

46. Edson Hill Carriage House, 7 Hills Avenue, c.1895. Contributing building.

Now uscd for offices, this former carriage house dates to the late 19th century. The 1 1/2-story,
brick building which is capped by a hip roof with a square ventilator with flared roof. The
building presents an asymmetrical facade to Hills Avenue. The east end of the facade is dominated
by a pediment which rests on the edge of the roof. The wall surface inside the pediment sheathed in
slate shingles and centered in the pediment is a trussed gable wall dormer At the top of the trussed
gable is an incised wooden panel supported by large brackets. Below, the loft door has four
vertical panes of glass over vertical board recessed panels and is capped by a four-light transom.
The large carriage door below has been infilled with multi-light panels with panels above and
vertical beadboard below. To the west of the large door is an additional entrance sheltered by a
gable door hood resting on large heavy wooden brackets with curved front profiles. The multi-light
door is a modern replacement. Adjacent to this entrance is a 6/6 window with a lintel consisting of
two courses of header brick. The projecting caves are decorated by a cornice consisting of a wide
fricze with squat brackets. The east wall of the building is clapboarded with a set of four 6/6
windows in the center, flanked by a pair of 6/6 windows to each side.
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To the west of the original carriage house is what appears to be a modem brick, two-story addition
of lesser height. This section ts capped by a gable roof with skylights and 1/1 metal windows.
Projccting from the front is a single-story garage with a double-wide door capped by a low gable.

This formcer carriage housc was constructed ¢.1895 (or by 1889) behind and connected to Edson
Hill’s housc which occupied the northeast comer of South Main Strcet and Hills Avenue (33 South
Main Strect) until the mid 20th century. The son of James R. Hill, Edson dill,assumed
responsibility for the family’s extensive real estate holdings after his father’s death in 1884.

By 1928 the property was no longer in residential usc but had been taken over by an undertaker
with the former carriage housc used as casket storage. The building was renovated for offices in
the carly 1990s.

47. Commercial Building, 9 Hills Avenue, ¢.1893. Contributing building.

Sct on a site which slopes downhill to the east, 9 Hills Avenue is a two-story, brick block which
appears to date to the late 19th or early 20th century. Facing Hills Avenue, the original storefront
has been modified in recent ycars and consists of a modern glass-and-panel door flanked by modem
three-section display windows which are capped by transoms and rest on a brick wall. The
entrance is recessed slightly and flanked by angled display windows. A single 6/6 window is
located to the west of the storefront. The sccond floor of the facade is punctuated by three 6/6
windows with exterior storm windows, flat arch brick lintels and stone sills. The windows are
flanked by tall vertical, rccessed bricked panels. The ends of the building are emphasized by brick
-corncr posts which extend above the flat roof and terminate in four-sided cushion-like tops.
Between the brick posts the cornice is corbelled above a projecting belt course.

The fenestration on the east elevation is more irregular in its spacing and consists of an offcenter
entrance with “Colonial” door surround, five windows and another entrance at the north end. On
the second floor the recessed panels consist of two narrow vertical recessed panels, as well as a
square and larger horizontal recessed panel and the windows include two 6/6 windows and three
later 1/1 sash. The north end of the building has a total of two windows, both on the lower level.

Sanbom insurance maps indicate that this building was constructed between 1893 and 1906. The
first directory listing which was found for this address indicates that the New Hampshire Provision
Co., dealers in wholesale meats, was located here in 1895. George Towle served as manager of the
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company. Sulzberger & Sons, also a mcat dealer, was located kierc in 1914 and utilized the south
part of the building as an office with sterage in the northern section. Wiison & Co., meats, arc
listed as the occupants i 1928 and directorics indicate that the company remained hLere into the
1970s. The building was converted to offices by the 1980s and has contained a restaurant since
1994,

48. Hunt-Wood Terrace, 28 South Main Street, 1907. Contributing building.

The three-story block at 28 South Main Strect was constructed in the early 20th century. The
facade of the three-story brick building is largely covered with ivy. Brick comer quoins and
quoined piers divided the facade into three bays. The building is capped by a copper modillion
cornice with a three-part parapet. The central horizontal recessed panel is flanked by plain piers
and to cach sidc there are five recessed brick pancls between brick posts.

The center entrance facing South Main Strect is capped by a segmental arch. The entrance is
fronted by granite steps with granite sidewalls, with an additional flight of concrete stairs Jeading
down to the sidewalk. The metal-and-glass rcplacement door is flanked by modern sidelights set
above wooden panels. On either side of the entrance the first floor of the facade is punctuated by a
large tripartite window. The upper two floors each display three sets of two 6/1 windows.

The north elevation is punctuated by nine full-size windows and a smaller offcenter window. The
windows contain 6/1 sash with exterior storm windows and flat arch brick lintels. The comice on
this elevation consists of a simple brick corbel cornice

The building is setback slightly from the street with a small lawn and rhododendron bushes in front
of the building. Concrete curbing lines the sidewalk. A paved parking lot is located to the north of
the building.

Much of South Main Street was once lined with elegant mid 19th century dwellings and this site is
no exception. Sanborn insurance maps indicate that this brick block was constructed on the site of
a two-story dwelling. The building, known as Huntwood Terrace, was constructed in 1907 for
Woodbury E. Hunt to contain his business - Huntwood Prints. The company made Hunt calendars
and reproductions of wcll-known paintings by the platinum process, finished by hand in sepia and
water colors. As originally constructed, the first floor contained a suite of offices (including Mr.
Hunt's private office decorated by Haberstroh of Boston) and the shipping room. A vault for the
storing of plates was located in the basement. The second floor was known as the studio floor, the
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third floor contained storage and the photographers and the top floor was the sun room. Additional
spacc in the building was devoted to bachelcr apartments. The building was designed by architects
Forrest & Cunningham, who also designed “The Kearsarge™ at 5-7 South State Street (#100). The
contractors were Charles L. Fellows & Company.

By 1920 the Woodbury E. Hunt Co. had ceascd operations and Woodbury Hunt was serving as
city tax collector. After Woodbury’s death, his widow, Marion, sold the building in 1938 to the
Farm Burcau Mutual Insurance Company. It was owned by the Salvation Army from 1961 until
1975.

49. First National Store, 24-26 South Main Street, 1940. Contributing building.

Constructed in 1940, the former First National Store at 24-26 South Main Street is a single-story
building constructed of poured concrete above a concrete foundation. On the facade, a veneer of
polished granite tiles covers the base of the building. Around the storefronts a Modeme-style
border projects slightly with a vertical rising from the center of the building. A modern canopy
obscures the top parts of the storcfronts. The large single-pane windows are set in chrome frames.
The double entrance is recessed slightly and contains wooden doors which retain their original
hardware. There is a molded chrome surround around the door and transom as well as chrome
kickplates. The north end of the facade appears to be a later addition although its concrete, chrome
and granite match that of the original building. The sidewalls of the building are constructed of
brick laid in a common bond with copper coping at the top of the wall. The walls are punctuated
by horizontal multi-paned metal windows.

Sanborn insurance maps indicate that this structure was built on the site of a three-story dwelling
which was uscd as a lodging house known as the Abbot House and later serving as life insurance
offices. The present building was constructed in 1940 for the First National grocery store chain.
Directories indicate that the building was under construction in 1940 and that the store remained
here until about 1958. It was used briefly by the New Hampshire State Department of Public
Works about 1960 and has contained various storcs since that time.

50. James S. Norris House, 20-20 1/2 South Main Street, 1860. Contributing building.

Notable for retaining much of its rich decorative detailing, the former James S. Norris House at 20
South Main Street is a two-story, clapboarded dwelling capped by a mansard roof which displays
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straight sides and has becn covered with asphalt shingles. The building is oricnted with its entry-
less, two-bay facade (e the strect. Projecting from the first floor facade arc two three-sided bay
windows resting on granite foundatior:s with recessed panels between the brackets, as well as
blocks and dentils. The bay windows retain their original 2/2 windows with exterior storm
windows. Above cach bay window, a pair of narrew 1/1 windows lights the upper story of the
facade. Surrounding the entire building the projecting comice is cmbellished by horizontal panels
with curved projections on the ends. The panels are scparated by pairs of blocks on the underside
of the projecting eaves which are cchoed by medallion-like decorative elements below the frieze.
Rising from thc center of the front mansard roof slope is a three-sided dormer containing an arched
2/2 window with keystone. The window surround is flared at the base and the dormer su rround 1s
decorated by dentils. The remaining dormers contain semi-circular arched windows.

Behind the main house block is a series of wings of varying heights. Closest to the front is a two-
story wing with a single-story scction to the rear, also capped by a mansard roof and echoing the
detailing of the front section. The north side of the house was originally fronted by a single-story
porch, probably similar in detailing to the porch which remains fronting the rear of the main house.
The porch displays fluted square posts resting on plain bases (probably originally paneled). The
bottom edge of the plain frieze is chamfered and the comice is decorated by brackets and eaves
blocks. The windows which are sheltered by the porch consist of clongated 6/6 sash. The two
entrances on the north elevation are both fronted by granite steps. One of the entrances has double
doors with arched upper panels, a molded surround and leaded glass transom. The entrance to the
rear wing has elongated wooden double doors, each two panels, with a two-light transom.
Attached to the rear of the building is a single-story concrete block connector linking the house to a
1921 gymnasium addition constructed of brick.

On the south side of the building the former porch near the street has been enclosed with a steel
column supporting the southeast corner of the house. The rear porch on this side has plain
supports with a modern “x” balustrade. An exterior metal firc escape fronts the concrete block
section and the brick gymnasium has been extended to the south with a tripartite window facing
South Main Street.

The building is setback slightly from the sidewalk and is set slightly above the level of the street.
There is a rock-faced granite wall at the sidewalk with a later metal pipe railing. A shaded lawn
area is locatcd on the south side of the house.
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Much of South Main Street was once lined with elcgant mid 19th century dwellings such as this
building constructed by James S. Norr:s in 1364, In the adiacent building at 16-18 South Main
Strect (#51) Norris operated one of the largest bakeries in the state. The bakery made bread,
crackers, and confectioncries from 1860 vatii the lare 1920s. During the Civii War, the Nornis
bakery is said to havc supplied two tons of bread dailv to lecal military camps.

Morris is still shown as the owner of this dwelling on the 1892 map. James S. Norris died in 1900
at the age of 87 and the hcuse was then occupied by his son, James C. Norris, whe lived here until
his death in 1913. The building was bricfly used as a boarding house before it was sold in 1913 by
Thomas G. Martin to the Friendly Club. The Friendly Club was located here until 1971. The rear
gyvmnasium addition was construcied in 1921,

The Friendly Club of Concord was a nonsectarian organization for girls and women. incorporated
in 1912 to provide a social center for mutual scrvice, education, self improvement, recrcation and
friendly intercourse. 1t was started by the united efforts of the Woman’s Club and the Chanty
Organization Society and prided itself in including all social classes. The club initially met in
rooms in the Foster Block at 14 South Main Street (#52) and by 1913 there were nearly a thousand
members. Purchased in 1913, the 20-room cluthouse at 20 South Main Street had eight sleeping
rooms which were rented out, as well as a living room, library and common areas. In addition to
the clubhouse at 20 South Main Street, the club also maintained a summer cottage, “Pincholm™, on
the Contoocook River.

The building was owned by the YMCA from 1971 until 1982 when it was sold to the present
owners, Michacl and Judith Montore. The building presently contains the Concord Academy of
Hair Design.

S0A. Stable, 20 1/2 South Main Street, ¢.1900. Contributing building.

At the rear of the housc is a two-story brick building constructed about 1900 as a storage building
or stable. The building displays quoined corners and a corbelled comice. There is a moden
garage door and an original upper hoist door on the narrow north end. On the west side there are a
series of eight elevated semi-circular windows resting on a rough granite band. Remaining
windows include segmental 2/2 openings with stone sills and 2/2 windows capped by arched
fanlights. On the east elevation there are two round windows and three arched windows.
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51. Norris Bakery/Concord Theater, 16-18 South Main Street, 1860/c.1930. Contributing
building,

The former Norris Bakery Block/Cencord Theater is a two-story brick biock which is long and
narrow in plan. As originzally constructed the store was located in the front and the bake ovens
werc located in the rear. In the 1930s the first floor facade of the building was modified to serve as
a motion picture theater. The building has been largely vacant for about five years and is presently
in poor condition. The building is set with its narrow facade to South Main Street. The upper
story of the facade is just four bays wide while the south elevation is ten bays decp. The front
windows on the upper story as well as scveral of the side windows have been boarded up. A single
remaining wooden 6/6 sash is indicative of the original window. All of tiie openings have granite,
rock-faced sills and lintels. The building is capped by a low brick parapet with metal coping. The
cornice consists of a band of corbels, each of which is formed by four bricks.

The first floor of the facade was altered ¢.1930 by the addition of a yellow brick front which
projects slightly and is a single story in height. The three-part parapet has a concrete cap. One of
the two concrete cormer knobs has been removed. The south end of the facade consists of a ¢.1930
chrome storefront. The north half of the facade is capped by a stuccoed arch and consists of the
recessed theater entrance. The three doors display glass in the upper half and two raised panels
below. The doors arc topped by single-light transoms with fluted moldings and bullseye corners.
The wooden display windows are decorated by scrollwork and recessed panels. The vestibule has
small black and white tiles reading “Concord Theater’” with floral comer tiles.

In 1850 James S. Norris purchased this property, then consisting of a building containing the
Carter & Duren Bakery. The present brick building was constructed by Norris in 1860, after the
previous building was destroyed by fire in 1859. Under Norris’ ownership the bakery became one
of the largest in the state and continued to make bread, crackers, and confectioneries until the late
1920s. During the Civil War, it is said that the Norris bakery supplied two tons of bread daily to
local military camps. Norris’ son, James C. Norris, entered the business in 1875 and eventually
assumed control. By the time of the 1928 Sanbom map, the bakery was no longer located here and
the building stood vacant. From 1934 until 1994 the Concord Theater showed motion pictures in
the building, resulting in the alterations to the facade.

51A. Diner, c.1930. Contributing building,

On the south side of the building is a small clapboarded former diner which takes the place of the
original brick, single-story office. The single-story structure has sloping walls, an asphalt, hip roof
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and rests on a concrete foundation. The narrow {acade has a recessed entrance centaining a ¢.1960)
modem glass door fianked by a vertical single-pane window on each side. At the rear is a single-
story addition capped by a sheet mictai, shed roof with metal, board-and-batten-style walls. Three
small 2 x 3-fixed windows punctuate the south wall.

This diner was origtnallv known: as Mac’s Dincr and was on this site by 1932 (but was not heie in
1929). It was later known as the Concord Dincr.

52. Foster Block, 10-14 South Main Street, late 19th c./alt. ¢.1960. Noncontributing building
(due to alteration).

The former Foster Block is a two-story building which has seen numerous altcrations in the 2Gth
century. The first floor of the building is ordered by brick piers with awnings shading the metal-
framed windows. A c¢.1960 wood shake roof is located above the first floor storefronts. The
second floor of the building has been faced in a brick veneer. The upper story of the facade is
punctuated by four pairs of modem 6/6 windows capped by pediments, with granite sills and
wooden shutters incised with the letter “E”. At the top of the building is a copper molding with a
low parapet at the center. At the center of the comnice is a granite plaque reading “Foster”.

On the first floor the center entrance is recessed behind the brick-faced central pier. The narrow
storefront at 10 South Main Street has a tcrrazzo vestibule with a chrome-edged display window.
The wooden door is a later replacement and has a large glass upper pane.

Sanborn maps indicate that as latc as 1928 a three-story block was located on this site. It is not
clcar whether the present block incorporates the carlicr building or whether it was totally replaced.

The Friendly Club of Concord met in rooms at 14 South Main Street after its incorporation in
1912. The building was then known as the Foster Block and was owned by Mrs. Clara Foster.
From 1917 to 1924 the Co-Operative Grocery store was located at 10 South Main Street. The
First National grocery store was located here from 1932 until it built a new building at 24 South
Main Street (#49) in 1940. Endicott Furniture has been located here since 1939. The A & A
Watch Shop was located here from 1950 until the 1980s.
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53. Commercial Block, 8 South Main Street, ¢.1968. Noncontributing building (due to age).

The building at 8 South Main Street is a two-story, flat-roofed infill Guilding which is just two
bays widc and displays the treatments and decorative detailing of the building next door at 10-14
South Main Strect. The first floor consists of a recessed modern entrance with inctal-and-glass
doublz doors capped by a transom. To the north arc a pair of single-panc display windows. A
wooden shake roof projects above the first floor openings and the second floor appears to have
been faced with a new veneer of brick. Seccad floor openings include two pairs of 6/6 windows
capped by pediments, with concrete sills and wooden shutters.

The present building was constructed in 1968, replacing a former three-story building which
probably dated to the late 19th century. The former building which had most recently housed
Dunlap Photo Service (and the A & P Tea Co. from 1920 until the late 1940s) was demolished in
February 1968. Sincc that time the building has been occupied by various tenants including the
Indian Head Bank (c.1975) and a clothing store, She of Concord (c.1985).

54. Acquilla Building, 2 South Main Street, 1894. Contributing building.

The Acquilla Building is believed to be the first structure in Concord to use an internal steel
skeleton, a radical departurc from the more traditional masonry-bearing wall system and an
improvement which also allowed larger windows. The metal framing system is expressed in the
stcel signbands above the first and second floor openings and in the large, plate-glass windows on
the sccond floor. The use of Cincinnati buff brick and terra cotta trimmings also contrasts with the
predominantly red-brick buildings along Main Street.

The four-story building is located at the southwest comer of South Main and Pleasant Streets. The
first floor storefronts are defined by picrs and sills of Cleveland sandstone which outline single-
pane display windows with transoms. The second floor openings are ordered by piers of buff brick
with sandstone trimmings. On the South Main Street facade the three pairs of windows are
separated by fluted pilasters and consist of single-pane windows with an adjacent 1/1 sash on the
outer edge. Each window set is capped by a two-light transom and the tops of the single-pane
windows are outlined by curved brackets in profile. The upper two stories of the building form a
continuous unit with two-story, curved bay windows at the ends of the two facades and most of the
remaining 1/1 windows set into two-story arches. The upper story windows are decorated by terra
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cotta ornament. The comers of the building arc quoined and a heavy copper cornice crowns the
building. The woest and south walls of the building arc constructed of a common red brick.

This building was constructed in 1894 by the heirs of James H. Chasc and was designed by
Manchester architect, William Butterfield. The building was named “Acquilla” in honor of the
first member of the Chase family to come to the United States. Other downtown propertics owned
by the Chase family include the Chase Block at 13-19 North Main Sirect (#69). Deed research
indicates that the land under the Acquilia Building was leased from the estate of Franklin Evans.
Evans purchased the lot of land from the South Congregational Church and retained ownership of
the land until 1933 when it was finally sold to thc Acquilla Company who had acquired the
building from James H. Chasc Associates in 1920.

The building was originally designed with three stores on the first floor, the second floor
partitioned for offices and the third and the upper two stories cach divided into three, five-room
apartments. Until about 1970 the building was almost totally occupied by insurance company
offices.

55. Optima Building, 7 Pleasant Street, 1900. Contributing building.

Built in 1900-1, the Optima Building is a four-story block with a red pressed brick facade. Brick
quoins originally extended the height of the building but the first two stories of the facade have
been covered with c.1940 green metal panels set within metal frames. The recessed center entrance
is flanked by angled display windows with large plate glass windows in the front. The second story
of the building is punctuated by three plate glass windows under a heavy copper cornice. The third
floor of the facade is punctuated by three semicircular arches outlined by quoined brick pilasters
with molded brick lintels with terra cotta trim and keystones. The abbreviated fourth story
continues the quoining of the lower floor. In the central bay there is a granite stonc reading
“Optima”. It is flanked on cither side by a small square window flanked by two square brick
panels. The facade is surmounted by a terra cotta dentil molding and a boldly projecting copper
modillion cornice.

The lesser elevations are constructed of common brick and have 1/1 sash with rough granite sills
and header brick lintels.
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The Gptima Building was constructed in 1909-1901 according to designs by architcets Wheeler &
Cunningham Grocers Charles R. Schooicraft & Son purchascd the lot froin the James R. Hil!
Hamess Co. i July 1900. The building owners named the building after their Optima brand of
flour and o reflect the claim of the store that thair geods were the pest. The name of the buildiag
appears in a graniic slab at the top of the building and was originally also vistblc i the tiling at the
cntrance. The block with a frontage of 40 feot and a depth of 80 fect was publicized as onc of the
handsoniest in town upon its compiction. The walls were 20 inches thick on the first flocr and 16
inches thick on the upper floors with every floor supported by steel becams. The building had an
clectric elevator at the rear and an open winding staircase. The interior finish was of North
Carolina pine; the floor was birch. The interior walls were originally painted a faint green and the
furniture was quartercd oak. The second floor of the building included a “lounging apartment”,
billed as a ncw zoncept for a Concord shop, where patroas could rest from shopping and wait for
the streetcar.

The Schoolcraft grocery store was only located in this building until about 1914 when it moved to
36 Pleasant Street (#59). The Amcrican Express office was located here briefly. In 1922 the
building, still owned by Charles Schoolcraft, was damaged by a serious fire. At the time, the upper
floors of the building were occupied by the A.P. Fitch Company as a laboratory in compounding
“Fitchmul™ and the lower floor was occupied by the Fashion Shop. The building was vacant in the
carly 1930s but by 1940 it was being used by the Capitol Furniture Company. The building served
as a laundromat in the 1950s and was being used as storage in 1965. Today, the building is part of
Endicott Furniture with the main entrance at 10 South Main Strect (#52).

56. Commercial Building, 9-13 Pleasant Street, c.1885. Contributing building.

Constructed in the late 19th century for commercial use, 9-13 Pleasant Street is a two-story brick
building capped by a flared mansard roof sheathed in asphalt shingles. The building rests on a
granite foundation. Historic maps indicate that the building is veneered.

The first floor of the building is divided into two storefronts. The eastern storefront retains a turn-
of-the-century 2 x 2-light, wooden display window on the east side while the top of the front
window has been covered with modem vertical boards with a scalloped lower edge. The west
storefront contains a large plate glass window set in a metal frame adjacent to a recessed turn-of-
the-century glass-and-panel door. At the center of the facade, a six-pancl door leads upstairs. The
upper level of the facade is punctuated by four 2/2 windows with exterior storm windows and widc
surrounds that suggest that replacement windows have been inserted into carlier openings. The
mansard roof is punctuated by a series of entablatured dormers and rising from the front edge of
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the roof is a wocden, threc-part parapet. The central section projects slightly and is dccorated by a
raised grid with a window strip inserted. The two flanking sections of the parapet arc sheathed in
diagonal boards. Extending behind the main building is a two-story, gabled wing.

Based on inspection of Sanborm insurance maps it appears that the present building was
constructed between 1884 and 1889 on the site of, and possibly incorporating. a small coffin shop.
The 1889 map indicatcs that the building was then occupied by a plumber and a Chinese laundry
with a broom manufacturer and undertaker located in small wings at the rear. By 1899 a hamess
maker, William Sleeper, was located in the east storefront. In 1914 both the harmess maker and
Chincse laundry were still here. Sam Wah’s Chinese laundry was located at 13 Pleasant Street
until the mid 1950s. The tenants of 9 Pleasant Strcet have changed frequently since the 1920s.

57. Star Theater, 15 Pleasant Street, 1915. Contributing building.

Constructed in 1915, the former Star Theater is a two-story building resting on a granite
foundation with a yellow brick front. The facade is divided into three bays by two-story piers that
extend beyond the flat roof to form a parapet. At the center of the building the recessed vestibule is
tiled in small black, green and white tiles with a geometric pattern and a fret motif along the front
cdge. The central recessed entrance contains a wide, six-pancl door with an open-topped pediment
and fluted pilasters, all dating to the ¢.1950 renovations. On either side there is a separate multi-
light door with multilight side panels and fluted surrounds. Flanking the center bay are two large
multilight display windows. Punctuating the second story of the facade are three pairs of 6/6
windows with splayed granite lintcls, granite sills and pancled shutters. A wrought iron railing is
mounted over panel below the central pair of windows, which is inscribed “Star Building”. Above
the second floor windows there is brick corbelling and a projecting modillion cornice. The central
bay is capped by a three-part parapet while the flanking sections consist of horizontal panels
between piers.

The side elevations of the building are constructed of red brick with shallow piers and brick
corbelling.

The Star Theater was constructed in 1913 on the site of a large livery stable which was later
converted into an automobile garage operated by the Hall Brothers. The theater was erccted at a
cost of approximatcly $50,000. The interior of the theater was finished in pink, gold, cream and
gray with maroon draperies. The 1,200 seats werc arranged in a semi-circle and E.J. Caron served
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a3 the manager of the theater. The theater closed about 1632 and the building was converted into
offices and comimcercial space.

58. Coemmercial Building, 19 Pleasant Street, ¢.1920. Contributing building.

This two-story commercial building was constructed between 1914 and 1928 at the rear of | South
Staie Street (no ionger cxtant). The flat-roofed building has a biick vencer. Facing Pleasant Street
the storctront has a pair of large plate glass windows which are capped by a plain lintel and rest on
concrete. The door to the west is recessed slightly and has a large glass with horizontal push bars.

The second floor of the facade is lit by two 12/12 windows with wooden shutters. A plain wooden

fricze is sct just above the tops of the windows. The west elevatiion is fronted by brick steps with a
pressure treated railing. A large billboard is mounted on the roof.

Sanbom insurance maps indicate that this building was constructed between 1914 and 1928. The
first dircctory listing found for this property indicates that George Stavros was the proprietor of the
Capital Fruit Company at 19 Plcasant Street in 1922. By 1924 Stavros is listed as operating a
shoc rcpair shop and the building remained as such into the 1940s. The 1946 directory indicates
the building was then occupicd by Star Shoe Rebuilding and the Pleasant Grocery Store. Star Hot
Dog is listed at 19 Plcasant Strect from the 1950s into the 1970s.

59. Fowler Building West, 34-36 Pleasant Street, 1890-1. Contributing building.

Locatcd at the northeast corner of Pleasant and North State Streets, the westernmost of the two
Fowler Buildings is a three-story brick building with sandstone trim. Like its neighbor to the east,
the Pleasant Street facade is divided ncarly in half with four bays to the east and three bays to the
west. The first floor storefronts facing Pleasant Street are defined by a total of nine brick piers;
that in the center is double wide and the corner pier is freestanding. The area between most of the
other piers has been filled in with brick above a granite sill. In each of these recesses there are
semi-circular iron arches with circles in the upper comers. There are two display windows facing
Pleasant Street with an entrance leading upstairs occupying the eastern bay.

The rectangular second floor window openings are set between sandstone beltcourses supplemented
by an additional course of bricks set on edge (also visible next door at 26-32 Pleasant Street). The
original windows have been replaced by anodized aluminum casement units with metal panels
mounted above to fill the original space. The third floor openings are slightly shorter and are also
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set between sandstone beltcourses with a band of brick both above and below. The simipic cornice
consists of an additional course of brick sct on edge between sandstone bands.

The upper floors of the North State Street (west) clevation consists of five windows in the center
with a single opening on cach outer edge. In addition to the comer storcfront entrance, there are
five iron arches on this clevation and a display window.

This comner building was constructed in 1890-1 for William P. Fowler under the supervision of
contractor E.B. Hutchinson. By January 23, 1891 the work on the exterior was completc and the
building was ready for plasterers. It appears that this building was built slightly later than the
adjacent Fowler building to the east. The 1891-2 directory lists Fowler’s Block as 26-30 Pleasant
Strcet while the 1892-3 directory lists the address as 26-36 Pleasant Street.

The space at 34 Pleasant Strect was occupied by a pharmacy for almost one hundred years. The
pharmacy was initially operated by Baker & Knowlton, by the 1930s it was known as Nault’s
Pleasant Street Pharmacy with J. Albert Nault the proprietor. Cowley & Lyle, grocers, were listed
at 36 Pleasant Street in the 1892 directory and there were offices on the sccond floor. The grocery
store was operated under various names and was known as the Superior Market ¢.1930. The
space was later used briefly by a florist and by the Concord Cooperative Bank.

60. Fowler Building East, 26-32 Pleasant Street, c.1890. Contributing building.

This three-story brick block was constructed in 1890 in conjunction with the building to the west
but is visually distinct. The building is divided into two unequal sections with the west portion
measuring four bays wide and the three-bay section to the east projecting slightly. Nothing
remains of the original first floor storcfronts; the area has been largely bricked-in leaving two
storefronts with anodized metal display windows resting on a brick wall and a recessed entry
leading upstairs. On the second story the original 1/1 windows are set in rectangular openings
between sandstone beltcourses with a course of recessed bricks sct on edge above the windows.
The windows of the eastern section are slightly wider. The third floor openings are arched and
contain 1/1 sash. The windows are flanked by brick piers with sandstone capitals. The third floor
window sill consists of an continuous entablaturc molding with a course of brick set on edge below.
The upper windows are outlined by arches of soldier brick with a row of widely-spaced header
brick and a continuous course of header brick above. At the top of the building, the decorative
brick cornice includes bricks set on edge, a diaper pattern and corbels.
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This butlding was built for W.P. Fowler about 1890, either slightly earlicr or the same time as the
building to the west which newspapers indicate was under consiruction in October 1890. W.P.
Fowler is best known for presenting the City of Concord with its first public itbrary, constructed at
the corner of School and State Streets in 1883.

ror ncarly its entirc existence, the storefront at 26 Pleasant Street contained a fumiture store. The
store was inttially operated by Hoffman A. Macdonald. In 1901 the George L. Lincoln Co. took
over the space. Bom in Concord in 1859, Lincoln had a small business on Spring Street before
moving to Plcasant Strect. Mr. Lincoln managed the store until his retirement in 1921 and took an
active intercest in the store up to his death in 1936. Over the years Lincoln’s gradually acquired the
upper floors of the building. A modem front was installed at 26 Pleasant Street in 1920. Later the
remainder of 28 Plcasant Street was taken over and remodeled and modemnized with a tiled
storefront that was unveiled in August 1940. An clcvator was installed in 1947 and the same year
the Toof Laundry was purchased for a warchouse. The storc was later managed by Emest Chase
and by Melvin Chase. Lincoln Fumiture remained here into the 1970s.

The storefront at 28 Pleasant Strect contained a store selling teas and coffees in the late 19th
century, known as the Centennial Amcrican Tea Co. and operated by Morrill C. Osgood. By
1902, florist Frank A. Main was located here and remained in the space until about 1920. The
storefront has had a variety of tenants since that time.

61. Odd Fellows Building, 18-24 Pleasant Stieet, 1888. Contributing building.

Constructed in 1888, the Odd Fellows Building is an excellent example of late 19th century
architecture displaying elements of both the Queen Anne and Romanesque styles. In addition to the
decoratively-rich facade, the building is notable for its well-preserved siorefronts. Unfortunately,
the building has been reduced in height by the loss of its original crenelated parapet with projecting
minarets and steep central gable. This alteration occurrcd sometime before 1942.

The four-story building is constructed of Philadelphia red brick with granite trimmings. The first
floor is divided into three storefronts with an offcenter entrance leading to the upstairs. The
storefronts are ordered by chamfered cast iron posts with curved brackets at the top. The large
plate glass windows are set above recessed panel bulkheads. Some of the transom lights have been
covercd with boards. One of the storefronts retains its original wood-and-glass door with a
recessed panel surround. The upstairs entrance is emphasized by a brick arch with granite
keystone surmounted by a large granite block with “I1.0.0.F” in large raised letters and decorated
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by foliate details and a Lead-and-reci molding. Framing the entrance and separating the individual
storcfronts are large brick piers with rounded comers sct on granite bases with cavitols embellished
by a fricze of three raised discs and topped by a square brick pier with granitc cap. The sccond
floor openings consist of ten /1 replacement wiundows, bordered by plain graniic belicourses at the
top nind bottor.

Corresvonding te the lecation of the Odd Feliows™ Hall, the upper windows are two-stories in
height and consist of slender, arched openings filled with muitilight stained glass depicting animals
and fraternal symbols although the lower scctions have been covered with beards. The
springblocks of the arches arc accented by granite blocks with raised circular medallions that
match those on the first flcor picrs. Ncar the center of the hall front is a large copper oricl window
with curved glass. The three faces depict the embiems of the first, second and third degrees of the
fraternal organization in colored glass. The intent of the windows was to aliow the correct face to
be lit each lodge night, showing the degree that was to be conferred.

Above the arcade of windows is a corbel course broken by four circular minarets with granite finial
bascs embellished by foliate details. Between the two central ininarets is a granite tablet with
raised lctters rcading “A.D. 1888, The tops of the minarets, crenelation and gable have been
removed.

The cornerstone of the Odd Fellows’ Building was laid on November 22, 1888. The building was
constructed on the site of the Petiengill Place, owned by Roger Dodge of Manchester and acquired
in 1886 at a cost of $7,000. In 1888 the building on the site was sold to George Theobald.

The architcct for the Odd Fellows’ Building was Edward Dow who was also engaged to
superintend the construction of the building. The contractor for the building was Peter Webster
and construction began in eamest in the spring of 1889. According to a newspaper account written
in 1890, Dow’s partner, A.E. Bodwell, an Odd Fellow was responsible for the plan of the facade.
The building was completed at a cost of $45,000.

The storefront at 18 Plcasant Street was occupicd for many years by various undertakers including
George Watcrs in the late 1890s and Kendall & Foster in the early 20th century. During the same
time period 22 Pleasant Street was occupicd by a boot & shoe store; the proprictors included
Marden & Co. and later J.C. French & Son. The space at 24 Pleasant Street originally contained
Baker & Bailey’s grocery store and by 1930 was occupicd by Tenney Coal which remained here
until about 1960.
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The building was sold by the Concord Odd Fellows Hall Association to John B. Nelson and Burton
Nault in 1969, reserving the right to lcasc the second fleor.

62. Warehouse, 9-11 Odd Fellows Avenue, ¢.1880. Contributing building,

Now facing the Bicentennial Square pedcestrian mall, the three-story brick building at 9-11 Odd
Fellows Avenue is a former warchouse building constructed ¢.1830. On the cast elevation of the
building the formier first floor storefront has been completely reconstructed with solid brick and is
capped by the original rough-faced belt course above the first floor. Projecting from the upper
level are two, two-story, three-sided oriel windows. Below the 1/1 windows there are recessed
pancls and at the top of cach bay window there is a projecting cornice with dentil course. At the
top of this elevation is a projecting metal comice. Both the north and south side elevations feature
a continuous corbel course. The south side mcasures eight bays deep and is punctuated by
segmentally-arched openings containing new 1/1 windows with stone sills and brick lintels. A
recessed addition a single bay deep is located to the north of the building.

According to Sanborn insurance maps, this building was constructed as a masons’ and builders’
warehouse between 1879 and 1884, probably as part of the Kimball & Danforth sawing and
planing mill. By 1914 the building contained a pool room. In 1922 the Boston Fruit Co. took over
the building and remained here until the mid 1950s. The Sullivan News Agency was later located
here. The building now serves as offices.

63. Building, 7 Odd Fellows Avenue, c.1980. Noncontributing building (due to age).

Constructed about 1980, this well-designed brick infill building is three stories in height with a
three-sided projection facing Bicentennial Square. Concrete bands extend across the facade above
the first floor and basement. Fenestration includes single pane bronze windows on the lower levels
with 1/1 windows on the second story, capped by concrete lintels. At the top of the three-sided bay
are three round windows. A set of concrete stairs lead to entrance on the north side of the building.
The rear elevation, visible from North State Strect, is stuccoed.
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64. McShanc’s Block, 1-5 Odd Fellows Avenug, ¢.1895. Contributing building.

McShane's Block is a three-story brick block which fronts Cdd Fellows Avenue, now Bicenteanial
Square. The first floor of the facade is ordered by eight brick picrs and the original storcfrout
fenestration has been replaced by single panc, smoked glass with brick filling the space above.
There are also three modem glass doors, two of which are set above granite steps corresponding to
the original entrances. The first floor s capped by a granite beit course. The upper two fioors of
the facade is punctuated by seven modcm 1/1 avindows with granite silis and lintels. - Between the
second and third stories there is a granite table with raised letters set above a hammered
background and reading “McShanc’s Block”. The brick comice is embellished by dentils and
recessed horizontal brick panels. On the lesser elevations the segmental openings are capped by
brick lintcls and have stone sills.

This block was constructed by James McShane, a horscshoer, between 1893 and 1899, behind the
block he constructed at 9-17 Warren Strect in 1886. The building is located on the site of some
carlier blacksmith buildings. The 1899 Sanborn map shows that the building was then divided into
two sections, half containing McShane’s blacksmith shop and the other half, a restaurant. By 1906
wholesale liquors werc being sold in the southern storefront with a saloon to the north. In 1928 the
tenants included a piano tuner and Arthur Brown’s window shade factory. The latter remained
here into the 1950s.

65. Building, 5 Market Lane, ¢.1880. Contributing building.

This three-story, utilitarian, painted brick building is located behind the former site of the Masonic
Temple on Pleasant Street. The building is somewhat irregular in plan and is oriented with its
longest elevation, measuring seven to cight bays wide, facing west. The predominant window form
is a modern 1/1 sash with a lintel formed by two courses of header brick, a granite sill and shutters.
The north side of the building mcasures four or five bays wide. A concrete block tower is located
at the northeast corner of the building and the adjacent corner entrance has brick steps, Roman
Doric columns with a stick balustrade and a beadboard ceiling. On the elevation facing Pleasant
Street all of the 1/1 windows have brick sills and were inserted after the Masonic Temple burned in
1962, exposing what had formerly been a common wall.
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This building was originally constructed in the late 19th century as part of the Whittemore &
Kimbail sawing and planing mill. The saw mill was iater operated by Kimball & Danforth and
then by Kinmball, Danforth & Forrest. In 1899 the first two flcors were serving as mecting halls
for the G.A.R. whilc the third floor was uscd for tent making. Bv 1906 the G.A.R. had moved out
but tents were still being made on the upper level. The Reed Steam Laundry began utilizing the
ouilding prier to 1914 and was still here in 1928.

66. Rumford Realty Commercial Building,-1-3 North Main Street, 1964. Noncontributing
building (due to age).

Locatcd on the sitc of the Masonic Temple, -3 North Main Street is a single-story steel-framed,
brick vencered building with two identical storetronts facing Main Street. Both storefronts have
three-pane display windows set above a low concrete base and at an angle. The entrances consist
of double glass and metal doors. The east end of the Pleasant Street elevation has a brick veneer
with a grid of blue and gray porcelain pancls to the west. There are three storefronts facing
Pleasant Street.

This single-story commercial building was constructed in 1964 on the site of the Masonic Block
which was destroyed by fire in the spring of 1962. The building was constructed for Rumford
Realty and designed by Concord architect Guy K.C. Wilson. The Princess Shop has occupied the
comer storefront nearly since the building’s construction.

67. Commercial Building, 5-9 North Main Street, c.1957. Noncontributing building (due to
age).

This two-story modemn building was constructed on the site formerly occupied by the Concord
Public Market. The second story facade consists of a metal grid filled with horizontal panels and
panes of green glass. On the lower level there arc two storefronts of unequal size with angled
display windows set on brick; that in the center is cantilevered.

This building was constructed or remodeled in the late 1950s or early 1960s. The initial tenants
were Edson C. Eastman and Carroll’s Cut Rate. The property was owned by William and Barbara
Lee from 1956 until 1979 when it was purchased by the present owner, Alan Cohen.
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68. Building, 11 North Main Street, ¢.1990 . Noncontributing building (due to age).

Constructed about 1990, this well-designed infiil building cchocs the detailing of the Chase Block
to the north. The threc-story brick building is three bays wide and is separated from the Chase
Block by a narrow with of concrete. The windows consist of 9/1 sash with sandstone lintels.
There arc recessed brick panels between the sccond and third storics. The building is topped by
continuous brick corbelling, bascd cn the original cornice work on the Chasc Block, but which has
been removed.

The building was designed by Burt Thomas.

69. Chase Block, 13-19 North Main Street, 1887. Contributing building.

Built in 1887, the Chase Block shows the influence of the Richardsonian Romanesque style
although its omament, especially at the comice, is somewhat reduced from its original appearance.
The three-story brick block is divided into four bays with most of the bays containing sets of three
9/1 replacement windows. The exception are the two centrally-positioned semicircular arches on
the third floor. The windows in the outer two bays have rough sandstone sills and lintels on the
second floor and sandstone sills and flat splayed brick lintels on the third. There is a set of three
square pancls, recessed three times, between the stories. On the central two bays the area between
the stories consists of square sandstone blocks in a grid pattern. In the arched openings there are a
pair of 9/1 windows with a smaller 9/1 on cach side, partially cut off by the molding. The wooden
infill decoration includes unusual raised circular knobs.

The building retains a three-part parapet top with a central sandstone tablet which reads “Chase”
in stylized lettering. Originally the comice of the building was embellished by continuous brick
corbelling sct between low, sandstone-topped piers. Above the corbelling the central part of the
parapet had recessed panels flanking the central tablet which was topped by a curved piece.

The original storefronts no longer survive and the center of the building has been opened to form a
plaza. The storefront treatments are modem but cvocative of the original 19th century historic
storefront with large display windows with smaller transom lights above and paneled bulkheads
below. The display windows are scparated by sandstone-like columns of concrcte with brownstone
curved caps.
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The Chase Bleck was constructed in 1887 for James H. Chasc. 1t was designed by architect F.W.
Stickney of Lowell; the contractor was E.B. Hutchinson. The building was preceded on the site by
storcs built in 1839 after a fire the same year. The tirst floor was divided into four storcfronts with
the south store and the annex below counting as one. The second flcor consisted of a large hall
mcasuring about 24 by 24" and scveral offices. The third floer contained a hall mcasuring 727 x
46" and & banquet hall 36" x 29°. Thc extensive frescoing was the work of H.C. Aiken of Boston.

A mincr fire cccurred in the block in 1888 at which time the building contained C.H. Martin’s drug
storz (11 N. Main); George Moore’s boot and shoe store (13 N. Main); James R. H. Davis” fruit
and confectionery store (17 N. Main) and D.E. Clarke & Son, dry goods with offices on the sccond
floor. The drug store at 11 N. Main Street was later operated by D.C. Woodman and remained
here until the 1930s. Puritan Candy and later the Puritan Restaurant occupied portions of the first
floor from the 1930s until the 1970s.

Photographer W.G.C. Kimball had a studio on the sccond floor of the building from the
construction of the building until at least 1900. A scparate but connccted building to the west of
the main block (no longer extant) functioned as a photo gallery. The Kimball Studio was
established by William H. Kimball in 1849 who produced daguerrcotypes. W.G.C. Kimball
became proprietor in 1868 and was succeeded by his son Richard H. Kimball, until his death in
1909. The studio was still in business in 1915. The third floor public hall, Chase’s Hall, was used
by various groups over the years. The Knights of Malta met here in the 1910s and in the 1920s
and 30s the hall was occupied by the Concord Business College.

The property was owned by James H. Chase and James H. Chasc Associates until 1928 when it
was transferred to the Chase Realty Co. who continued to own it until 1963. The property was
purchased by Soterio and James Saggiotes in 1963 and sold to Monadnock Realty in 1984.

70. Morrill & Silsby Building, 21 North Main Street, 1860. Noncontributing building (due to
alteration). '

Originally echoing much of the detailing of the adjacent Central Block (#71), this narrow, four-
story block was extensively altered ¢.1940. Today only the cornice and massing survive to suggest
the original 1860 date of construction. The building has been faced with concrete tiles and all of
the original fenestration removed, replaced by large single-pane display windows which are angled
and bands of smaller windows on the upper floors. At the top of the building there are brick and
sandstone brackets with a becaded molding centered on the front face.
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This building was constructed in 1850 in conjunction with the Central Block and on part of the site
where the Odd Feilows building had burned a ycar carlicr. Morrifl & Silsby, printcrs, binders and
stationers, and its successor G.H.H. Silsby & Son, occupicd the building from its construction unttl
about 1887. In 1884 the stationeny shop was on the first floor, the bindery was on the second
floor, printing on the third and storage on the fourth.

The firm of Morrill & Silsby originatced in the 1830s. After apprenticing as a bookbinder, Luther
Morrill formed a partnership with Lucius Morrill and later George H.H. Silsby was added as an
additional partner. In the 1830s the firm specialized in printing Bibles but in 1841 entered the field
of general printing and remained in business for over sixty years. After Morrill’s death in 1880,
the firm was renamed G.H. H. Silsby & Son.

In the late 1880s and carly 1890s a bank was located on the first floor with the telegraph exchange
on the sccond floor. The Grand Union Tea Company was located at 23 North Main Street in 1899
and remained here until at least 1914, at which time a printing office was located upstairs. Sterling
Lunch was located here from the late 1920s into the 1940s. David Heller Co., a clothing store,
was located here from about 1950 into the 1980s. The building has been owned by the Manus
family since 1931.

71. Central Block, 23-35 North Main Street, 1860. Contributing building.

Located at the southwest corner of North Main Street and Warren Street, the Central Block is a
three-story brick block which retains much of its Italianate-style detailing. Most of the first floor
storefronts display cast iron supports with chamfered corners and raised panels on their front face.
The posts support brick arches which are filled with later leaded glass transoms that replace the
original arched window openings containing a pair of arched sash with a circle at the top. Asa
result of ¢.1960 renovations, the southern storefront was covered with stucco ¢.1970 although its
cast iron supports are still visible underneath. The storefront at 31 North Main Street was altered
c.1900 and is notable for retaining Luxfer prism glass in the transom area above the angled display
windows.

Above the first floor level, the facade is divided into four quarters two sections by a central
beltcourse below the third story windows and shallow brick piers that rise the height of the building
and are capped by large terra cotta brackets. The original second floor windows consisted of
identical round-arched opcnings with heavy hood molds and a decorative sash consisting of a 2/2
sash with a circular mullion at the top. These were replaced in the early 20th century by a mix of
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individual 4/4 windcws, paired 6/6 sash and two four-part windews consisting of a pair of 6/6 sash
flanked by 4/4’s. All of the sccond floor windows are capped by steel beams. The third floor
retains its original windows containing narrow 4/4 sash set into segmental openings with heavy
hood molds enibellished by keystones and stops. The decorative crnament at the top of the
building includes a brick arcade with terra cotta pendants, a row of recessed diamonds and a heavy
bracketed comice.

The first flocr of the Warren Street elevation is punciuated by random openings with granite sills
and lintels. The second floor windows consist of six 6/6 windows with granite sills and lintels with
narrow 4/4 windows sct into segmental openings with brick lintels and stone sills on the third floor.

The Central Block was constructed in 1860 after a fire on September 10, 1859 destroyed the
previous 0dd Fellows building on this site. The building was erected by Brackett L. Johnson, Seth
K. Jones, E.G. Moore and Morrill & Silsby (see #70). The building was constructed with offices
on the second floor and two halls above, one to be utilized by the Odd Fellows. The northernmost
storefront was initially occupied by Henry B. Foster’s pharmacy. Foster was the inventor of
“Sticky Fly Paper”. A drug store continued to occupy this corner until the turn-of-the-century. In
1890 W_K. Day’s musical goods and Chase’s Art and Stationery Store were located at 25 North
Main Street while the storefront at 29 North Main Street was occupied by C.M. Boynton’s dry
goods store (since 1881). The storefront at 31 North Main Street was occupied by an ice cream
and dining room until about 1900. First established here in 1862 it was operated various
proprietors including A.W. Gale and D.M. Camp. The southernmost storefront contained a
jewelry store for much of its existence beginning with N.C. Nelson & Co. about 1898. The
Howard Street Clock in front of the building was placed here by Nelson & Co. for advertising
purposes. The jewelry store was taken over by W.L. Fickett & Co. before 1950. The remaining
storefront had various occupants prior to 1900 including a dry goods store and a bank. It was used
as an office in the early 20th century and has becn home to Concord Camera since the 1940s. An
optician has occupied the comer storefront since about 1910.

As originally constructed, the top floor of the building was divided into two meeting halls. The
northern half was used by the Odd Fellows from the construction of the building until about 1890
when it was taken over by the Red Men. In 1914 it was referred to as Pilgrim Hall. The southern
hall was initially called Central Hall. The Knights of Pythias started using the space before 1879
and remained here until at least 1915. One of the halls contained the Capital Grange in the 1940s.
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71A. Street Clock, ¢.1890. Contributing object.

In front of the Central Block is a ¢.1890 street clock supported by a fluted Corinthian column
resting on a four-sided base. It was manufacturcd by the Howard Clock Co. and was placed here
by N.C. Nclson & Co. for advertising purposcs.

72. Police Station, 3-5 Warren Strect, 1890. Contributing building,

Constructed in 1890, the former Concord Police Station is a two-story brick building with a
foundation and trim of rock-faced granite. The style of the building with its arched openings 1s
somewhat Richardsonian Romanesque in its inspiration. The original building is the section to the
cast, measuring six bays across. On the first floor of the Warren Strect facade entrances are
located in the third and sixth bays, emphasized by lintels comprised of seven stone voussoirs which
rise from the belt course. The offcenter entrance has been filled with a singlc-pane window and is
fronted by a brick planter. Fronted by granitc steps, the other entrance has been fitted with a glass
and anodized metal door above granite steps. The first floor windows are set between two granite
beltcourses; that at the top is somewhat wider. The original windows have been replaced by
modem 1/1 sash with stained glass transoms. The second floor facade windows consist of modern
1/1 sash with clear, semi-circular transoms. The round arched stone lintels are linked by yet
another granite belt course. Above the windows there is a projecting metal comice with a cyma
reversa profile. It is topped by a brick parapet with raised brick squares and a central granite
panel with raised letters reading “Police Station”. Above the stone panel is a low pediment with
sunburst decoration. A series of four balled stone finials rise from the front of the roof.

The addition to the west was constructed in 1915 and echoes the detailing of the original building.
It is recessed slightly from the facade of the adjacent structure. The three garage bays facing
Warren Street are separated by brick piers and capped by steel beams. All of the beltcourses
including the wide course above the garage openings and the more narrow course at the base of the
second floor opcnings are aligned with those on the original building, as are the arched lintels over
the second floor window, and the corice. The inside of the former garage has been converted to a
covered outdoor plaza. The tiled mural on the west wall was designed by David M. Carroll and
created by potter Dwight Graves.

The Police Station was constructed in 1890 on a site occupicd for many years by the old lock-up.
The building was designed by Concord architects Edward Dow and Albert E. Bodwell. E.B.
Hutchinson scrved as general contractor and the subcontractors included A.C. Ferrin, brickwork;
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Gceorge Goodhue, piping; Jocl & Son of Lowell, cellwork; Granite Railway Company, granitc
work; Munns & Paige, stcam heating; W.J. Femald, fumiturc and J.M. Stewart & Sons, curtains,
As onginally constructed, one of the two entrances led into tiie court room and ward room, while
the cther led into a hall and public office. Adjacent to the hall was the city marshul’s private office
which included an oak rell top desk and chairs. At the rear of the building were the guard room
and an officcrs” hall. A court room 36 x 29 1/2 fzct was located on the seccond floor. The prison
extending to the rear included sixteen cells, twelve of which were 5 x 8 feet with the remaining 8 x
S feet.

In 1915 a two-story addition was constructed to the west of the original building, consisting of a
garaggc with hall above. Plans for the addition were completed by the City Public Works
Depariment. The Hutchinson Building Co. of Concord served as contractor for the addition which
cost about $4,800.

The ouilding was used by the City until 1975 when a new police facility was built. The old Police
Station was sold by the City of Concord to Bicentennial Properties in 1977 and was renovated for
usc as a restaurant in which former jail cells offer intimate dining. The adjacent Bicentennial

Square was developed into an open urban space in the late 1970s. The tiled mural on the west wall -
of the building was unveiled June 2, 1984 by Governor John Sununu and dedicated on December

31, 1984 by Mayor Coeyman to the memory of New Hampshire poet and educator, Joshua Norton.

It was funded in part by a NEA grant.

73. Bicentennial Square, 1976. Noncontributing site (due to age).

The former alley arca behind North Main Street between Warren and Pleasant Streets was
developed into a pedestrian plaza in 1976. The area is paved with brick and there is a sheltered
canopy supported by mctal posts with bubble tops of plastic behind the Chase Block. There is a
change of grade upward to the west reflected in a series of long concrete steps. The fountain near
the center of the plaza is enclosed by low brick walls.

74. McShane Block, 9-17 Warren Street, 1886. Contributing building.

The McShane Block is a Queen Anne-style brick commercial building which is notable for the
integrity of its first floor storefronts. The facade of the three-story brick block is ordered by six
brick picrs running the height of the building and separating it into three sections which are each
three-bays wide, separatcd by two bays which are each a single bay wide. The three first floor
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storctronts all have cast iron supports and granite lintcls. Each storefront has a recessed entrance
containing a central sct of wood-and-glass doublc doers flanked by large glass display windows.
Above the entrance the transoms consist primarily of Queen Anne-styvle pancls consisting of a
border of multi-colored pancs of glass around a large single panc. Most of the shop windows
rctam their glass transoms although 1a one case tie glass has been replaced by wooden pancls. The
bulkhead arca under the windows consists of cither iouvered or plain pancls. The deors leading to
the upstairs have been replaced by modem metal and giass doors.

Above the first floor storefronts there is a single course of decorative brick consisting of header
bricks laid on end. The second floor windows consist of wooden 2/2 sash with exterior storm
windows, granite sills and lintels. The taller third story windows were replaced ¢.1985 by modemn
triplc-hung units. Aligned with the tops of the brick piers is a corbel course of brick above which
are three graduated courses of brick and a decorative band of recessed vertical lines below a
projecting wooden comice.

This brick block was constructed for James E. McShane in 1886 and remained in the McShane
family until 1948. It was built on the site of an older two-story dwelling. The masons for the
building were Ordway & Ferrin who had just completed the brick work on the outside of the
Concord Railroad roundhouse at Nashua. Peter Webster was responsible for the carpentry work.
A contemporary newspaper account commented that the block was “onc of the best built structures
in the city, and is a credit to the owner and builders” (Monitor, 11/30/1886). The 83 x 50 foot
building was constructed with three stores on the ground floor, two tenements on the second and an
upper hall which was occupied by the G.A.R. Post.

The 1889 Sanbom insurance map indicates that 9 Warren Street was then occupied by a plumber
with a saloon at 13 Warren Strect and a grocer at 17 Warren. Established in 1872, Henry
Sturtevant and his son, Arthur, opened a grocery store about 1886 at 17 Warren Street. The store
rcmained here until 1901. Hamessmaker Charles J. Pelissier had a shop at 9 Warren Street as
early as 1895 and Pelissier’s Luggage Store was still occupying the space in the 1960s. Charles
Pelissicr’s hamess shop was founded about 1882. He was granted a Canadian patent for the
invention of a harness-making machine and in time Pelissier’s became the largest hamess shop in
the east. In later years the business repaircd saddles and produced a variety of leather products
including halters for farm animals and canvas and leather mailbags for Rumford Press.

The storcfront at 13 Warren Street was occupied by a meat market/grocery store operated by C.H.
Dudley in the early 20th century. The Granite State Candy Shop has been located at 13 Warren
Street sincc 1927. The business was founded by Peter Bart who came to Lawrcence, Massachusetts
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from Greeee in 1925, George Bart took over his father’s candy business in 1937. Teday, the shep
is run by his grindsons, Mike and Jeff Bart. The building was purchased by George and
Constantine Bart in 1957,

The center storefront was occupicd by a clothing store in 1914 and a wallpaper and paint store by
1928 while an undertaker was lecated in the end storefront m 1914, Mininic McShane was still
living in an upstairs apariment at 11 Warren Street into the [940s. Tenants at 13 Warren Street
have included J.S. Round Ce., icwelers in the 1930s and 40s and a beauty salon in the 1950s and
6Us. The space at 17 Warren Strect has been.used as an annex to the edjacent candy store and
from about 1950 into the 1970s housed Atlas Press.

The upstairs hall until was later occupied by other fraternal organizations. In the carly 20th
century directories refer to this as Capital Hall. In later years the space was rented out to artists
for studio space. In 1984 the third floor was converted to offices and apartments.

75. Commercial Building, 32 Warren Street, ¢.1830/c.1950. Contributing building.

The building at 32 Warren Street is a 2 1/2-story, Greck Revival-style residence which was
converted to commercial use in the early 20th century. The building is oricnted with its pediment-
front to the street. Resting on a brick foundation, the vinyl-sided building is outlined by simple
comerboards and a plain watertable. The sidehall enirance is fronted by a modern brick stoop.
The entablature entrance was altered at the turn-of-the-century to contain two glass-and-panel
doors. Adjacent to the entrance is a large display window. The second floor of the facade is
punctuatcd by three 2/2 windows with a single window in the attic. On the lower level a door and
2/2 window have been cut into the brick foundation. The west elevation of the building nearly
touches the adjacent brick block. A rear wing is offsct to the northeast.

To the east of the older house is a ¢.1950 single-story infill storefront consisting of a large angled
display window with an aluminum surround. The adjacent support is covered with blue glass.
Next to this is an additional, later, single-story storefront with a wood-and-glass door flanked by
multi-paned display windows. The area above the windows is covered with “Permastone™.

This Greck Revival-style dwelling was probably originally constructed c.1840 and remained a
residence until the early 20th century. The 1868 map indicates that the property was then owned
by Palmer. Directories indicate that Dudley Palmer was living here in 1860 and was still here in
1874. In 1887 Clara R. Lyon sold the property to James D. Perkins for $3,000. J.D. Perkins lived
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here and also operated his drying and cleansing busingss from the building. Perkins moved to
Manchester in 1900 but the space was taken over by a series of other dyers including Charles
Currier in 1900, Samuc! Elliot in 1906 and the Concord Dye House operated by Perley Holmes in
1913. The Perkins family continucd to cwn the preperty until 1917, The 1906 Sanborn map
indicates that the building then contained a dye house and a barber, Wilfred Cote. 1n 1914 the
front building was occupied by a barber, Frank Jutras, while the rcar cll was still being used as a
dve housc.

Philip and Mary Picard purchased the property in 1917 and it apparently ccascd being used as a
dye house. In 1928 the rcar building was used as a dwelling and the main house contained a store.
The Apple Tree Bock Shop was established at 32 Warren Street in 1928 while Arthur Elwood had
a barber shop at 32 1/2 Warren Street.

Mary Picard’s heir, Joscphine Comolli, sold the property in 1933 and the infill building to the east
was probably constructed sometime after that. In 1940 the Apple Tree was still located hcre but
there are also listings for both 32A and 32B, occupicd by a barber shop and Reliable Wiring,
respectively. In 1961 Ayers Travel had moved into the space vacated by the Apple Tree and there
are listings for 30A - Joe King’s Shoe Shop; 32A - Davis Drug. In 1970 Joe King’s Shoe Shop
and Snap Shot were both listed at 30A while the Doll House Boutique occupied 32 Warren Street.

76. Commercial Building, 26-30 Warren Street, by 1874. Noncontributing building (due to
alteration).

This building has been so altered over the years that its original features are no longer discernible.
Originally two-stories in height with a flat roof; the building has seen the addition of another two
levels under a dormered gable roof in recent years. The upper story of the facade and side gables
are sheathed in wood shingles with a brick side wall on the west end. The projecting storefront
addition also has a brick veneer. Four of the arched storefront openings are filled with 2 x 2-light
windows; the other is a recessed entry leasing upstairs with a tiled vestibule. The two remaining
first floor openings contain a four-pancl door with the upper two panels glazed.

The sccond floor of the facade is five bays wide with a pair of windows at the center. The
openings contain 1/1 replacement sash. The openings punctuating the brick side walls are
segmentally arched. All of the remaining windows arc also 1/1 of varying sizes. Projecting from
the front slope of the roof are twin pediment dormers spanned by a shed dormer.
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Extending behind thie former dwelling is a four-story addition constructed of rusticated concrete
block and constructed between 1906 and 1914, A large exterior staircase donunaics the rear
elevation.

Parts of this building appcar to date to the mid 15th ceaturv. The 1864 map shows that in that
vear half of the building was owned by D. Tavler while the other half was owned by J. Marston
although there are no directory listings that corroborate this. In 1873 decds indicate that Moulton
Marston sold the property to Sarah Dustin. Members of the Dustin family continued to own the
property until 1937. The earliest Sanborn map available for the City of Concord indicates that in
1874 there was a two-story dwelling on this site. By 1879 the building was at least partially in
conunercial use and ircluded a saddlery. By 1884 the dwelling incorporated first floor commercial
space for a confectioner (Mrs. C.F. Welcome) and saddler. In 1899 the storefronts were occupied
by a shoemaker (Hyman Livingston) and a meat market (E.T. Morrison) and the map indicates that
the building had been veneered. Between 1906 and 1914 the concrete block rear addition had been
constructed, containing approximately twelve apartments. A shoe repair shop continued to occupy
the space at 26 Warren Strect into the 1940s - opcrated by Martin Hayes in the 1930s and Paul
Fontaine in the 1940s. The Phenix Market sold meats and produce at 30 Warren Street until the
1940s. During the early 20th century the building was known as the Dustin Block. It was sold by
the estate of Cyrus F. Dustin to Harry Alexander and Joseph Vallier in 1937.

George Elliott’s jewelry store was established in 1924 and moved into 26 Warren Strect before
1950. In 1991 Elliott’s grandson took over the family business and enlarged the store. The
occupants of the other space have included Seaman’s Electric Shop and Dorothy Bailey’s women’s
clothing storc which opened at 30 Warren Strect on May 15, 1933 and was stiil here in 1970. In
1953 the wooden street awning in front of the building was removed. It was reportedly the last
wooden street awning in Concord.

77. Commercial Building, 22 Warren Street, by 1874. Contributing building.

This two-story brick block appears to date to the mid-to-late 19th century although it has been
extensively renovated in recent years. The first floor storefront is a product of the 20th century
and consists of three broad arches, that in the center recessed and containing the cntrance.

Flanking the entrance are angled display cases set above brick with large plate glass windows. The
sccond floor of the facade is punctuated by four modern 6/6 windows with concrete sills. Capping
the building is a simplc projecting comice consisting of two large brackets on the end with two
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patrs of thinner brackets spaced between. Al of the brackets arc sct above a horizontal woerdcn
rail.

‘The cast clevation reveals the slant of the roof and s punctuated by two first floor windows and
eight windows on the upper floor, all containing a modem 6/6 sash sct into a2 scgmental opening.
At the rear of the elevation is a “*Colonial™-style porch with thin flutcd posts. An exterior brick
chimney is centered on the rear clevation and breaks through the projecting comice.

This building appears to date to the mid-to-latc 19th century. It is depicted on the earliest, 1874,
Sanborn map of Concord at which time a picture framer and paint shop occupied the first floor
with a harnessmaker and organ maker on the sccond floor. By 1879 the upstairs was vacant and a
laundry was located on the first floor. In the late 19th century the building was fronted by a single-
story porch, as were many of the downtown commercial structures. Maps also note the building as
being vencered.

The telephone exchange was located here in 1884 in addition to the laundry. By 1899 the building
contained a furniture store. On November 2, 1901, H.C. Sturtevant & So. opened a new grocery
store at 22 Warren Street. The business was established in 1872 and was located across the street
at 17 Warren Strect (#74) from 1886 until 1901. The store was still located at 22 Warren Street in
the late 1920s. In the early 20th century a printing office was located upstairs. The Derby Jewelry
Co. was located here briefly in the early 1930s.

In 1933 the property was sold to the New Hampshire Bible Society who continued to own the
building until 1996. A religious book store occupied the storefront beginning in the 1930s. This
was later taken over by the Applc Tree Book Shop. The Apple Tree had been founded by
Margaret Owen and it was initially located at 32 Warren Street (#75) in a small basement room. It
was later sold to Robert St. John, Mary Bames Hopkins, Whitman Levensaler and then to Austin
McKay who moved it to 22 Warren Street in the 1950s.

78. Concord Savings Bank/Concord National Bank, 43 North Main Street, 1957-8/altered
1988. Noncontributing building (due to age).

A modern bank building was constructed on this sitc in 1957-8, taking the place of the National
State Capital Bank, an impressive three-story brick building with corner tower, constructed in
1880 and demolished in 1956. The 1938 building was covered in blue metal panels. Today, both
the main facade and Warren Street elevations are ovcerlaid by a chrome grid filled with red tiles and
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sincked glass single pane windows. The corner treatment, consisting of a brick vencer laid with a
rcd mortar, 1s pait of the 1988 aiterations. At the northem end of the facade a two-story section of
polishad granite defines the scparate entrance to McQuade’'s sterefront.

When opencd to the public on December 29, 1938 the new bank was hatled as the first in the city
to oftcr drive-in banking and walk-up tcllers. The building underwent a major renovation in 1988,
resulting 1 its present appearance.

79. Concord National Bank, 47 North Main Street, 1808/alt. 1869. Contributing building.

Originallv constructed in 1808, this building is credited as being the oldest brick block on Main
Strect. The former Concord National Bank at 47 North Main Street was originally two stories in
height with a third story and Italianate-style details added in 1869. The first floor storefront has
undcrgone at least four major renovations and all that appears to remain of its early period is the
stone picr on the north end. In its present appearance the storefront is fronted by an arcade of four
Tuscan columns which were probably added c¢.1980. The semi-circular arches are echoed by a
raiscd molding ending in a jigsawn wood dctail and five-sided stop above each column. Behind the
arcade is a ¢.1960 storefront consisting of a chromc grid with large display windows set above
black panels. The round arched molds over the second floor windows are reproductions of the
lintels which were added to the building in 1869. The hood molds rest on simple three-sided
jigsawn brackets. Still visible behind the lintels are the steel beams that were inserted in 1937
when the four arched windows were converted to two large picture windows. Replacement 1/1
windows have been inserted under the hoods. The third floor openings are segmentally arched with
more decorative heavy lintcls displaying a foliate molding on the underside of the arch and ending
in Corinthian stops. The projecting cornice consists of five brackets with a row of raised knobs
centered on the front face of each. The area between the brackets has been painted and there is a
dentil course under the eaves.

The first banking institution in the city, the Concord Bank was incorporated in 1806. In the late
19th century two different banks shared quarters in the building with the First National Bank,
organized in 1864, occupying the first floor and the Union Guaranty Savings Bank, incorporated in
1887, located on the second floor. At the rear of the building a two-story ell contained a machine
shop school.

By 1893 the first floor had becen subdivided to accommodate a barber and tobacconist, while a
plumber/photographer was located in the rear building. A tailor was located here in 1899,
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followed ov a jewelry store 2 1906 with a cigac factory at the rear. An optician occupied the
space as cariy as 1914 and n:to the 1940s. in the mid 20th century this was known as the Dexter
Buiiding. The Princess Shor was locaied here in the 1930s. In 1937 a Modernc-styvle granite front
was addcd to the storetront and the second story windews veere replaced with larger plate glass
windows. Additional alterations were made in 1643 and 1938 ard in 1966 an aluminum pancl was
apphied over the second tloor. In 1979 the atuminum pancl and plaic giass windows were removed
and the second story windows were retuzned to thetr previous appearance.

The building is still owned by the Concord National Bank today, who built the riew modem
building next door in 1638.

80. Morrill Brothers Building, 53-55 North Main Street, 1876. Contributing building.

The Morrill Brothers Block is a narrow three-story pressed brick with granite trimmings which is
notable for its Eastlake-style detailing and the promotional nature of its distinctive parapet. The
first floor consists of a single, three-section storefront with a door to the upstairs occupying the
first bay. The tum-of-the-century wooden door has a large upper glass with two raised panels
below. It is capped by a transom. The adjacent storefront is defined by cast iron posts on bases
which support an iron beam lintel. The southernmost post has a Corinthian capital and appears to
be the only remaining original support; the others are simpler replacements. Between the cast iron
supports modern display windows have becn installed resting on a polished stone bulkhead. The
granite lintcl above the storefront has raised letters reading “Morrill Bro’s”. The second and third
storics are four bays wide and contain wooden 1/1 windows with stone, Neo-Grec style lintels that
are peaked in the center and decorated by incised foliate detail. Stone blocks extend below the
lintel on either side of the window and are incised by vertical lines. Smooth stone sills are located
at the basc of the windows.

The decorative comice is framed on each end by tall wooden brackets with incised gcometric
detailing. The parapet is peaked at the center and the area below the peak is sheathed in horizontal
boards with raised letters reading “1876 - Watches, Clocks, Jewelry and Solid Silverware”. The
signboard is flanked by slightly smaller brackets and the bottom of the panel is edged with arched
wooden trim. On ecither side therc are three smaller brackets with similar detailing, below which
arc decorative brick bands including brick laid on edge.

The Morrill Brothers Block was constructed in 1876 on land which the brothers purchased from
James R. Hill. It was designed by Concord architect Edward Dow at a cost of $15,000. The first
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floor and basement lcvel of the block housed the brothicers’ waich, clock, and jewelry business. The
jewelry store was originally furnished with five wall cases of black walnut and French burl, a floor
of Lyonesc marblc tile and frescoing on the walls and ceilings. Offices were located on the upper
two floors. A 40 x 23 foot additicn at the rear of the store was constructed about 1890 and was
filled with pianos.

The firm of Morrill Brothers was established in 1863 by Samuel and John Morrill. [n 1878 they
built the block on the west side of North Main Street. After the death of Samuel Morrill in 1910
the business was carried on by John Morrill. In 1914 the busincss was sold io Louis Gordon of

Boston.

The block remained in the Morrill family until 1941 when it was sold by Grace Morrill to Samuel
Rosen of Laconia. Rosen’s Men’s Shop was located here until the family sold the property in
1979. Rosen’s new “Kawneer” storefront was illustrated in the April 1952 issue of New
Hampshire Architect although the storefront was subsequently restored to its previous appearance.

81. Capital Plaza, 57-65 North Main Street, 1984-5. Noncontributing building (due to age).

Constructed in 1984-5 on the site of the Centennial Block, the design of this four-story brick
building is fairly sympathetic to its latc 19th century neighbors in terms of its scale, materials and
fenestration rhythm. The first floor is ordered by six massive concrete piers which support a
concrete lintel. The second and third story openings are grouped in two sets of five 1/1 windows
with simple stone sills and lintels. The copper roof is lit by continuous casement windows.

81A. Parking Garage, 17 School St., 1984-5S. Noncontributing building (due to age).
At the rear is a large modern parking garage constructed of concrete and steel.

82. James R. Hill Building, 67 North Main Street, 1902 (altered 1984-5). Contributing
building.

Dating to 1902, the James R. Hill Building is onc of Main Street’s most decoratively rich facades
despite its modest size. The ground floor of the two-story building is now an open arcade created
in 1984-5, defined by four brick piers resting on a granite base and supporting a granite lintel. The
second floor of the building remains virtually intact. It is dominated by three arched recesses, a
slightly wider semi-elliptical arch flanked by a pair of semi-circular arches. All of the arches
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display stone springblocks and keystones. The windows contain mcdern replacements although
they rctain thie appearance of the original windows which contained 1/t windows with transoms (a
set of three in the center with a pair on each side). The central window 1s capped by an arched
open-topped pediment with a brick circuiar medallion above. The roundel is filled witli headar
brick sct at an angle inside a brick frame with four pairs of terra cotia keystones. The remaining
bnck arca within the arch is a glazed white brick. The treatment on the outside arches is nearly
identical except that the windows are capped by flared cornices rather than the open pediment and
the largest keystone is reserved for the central arch. Raised stone circles mounted on square stones
are centered in the spandrel arca between the arches.

At the top of the building the comice is decorated by large brackets which are paired at the ends
and frame white brick squarcs. At the center of the building the brackets are horizontally bisccted
by a stone tablet bearing the name of the building. The metal parapet crowning the structures has
a low arched open bed pediment decorated by brackets with raised knobs belew the comice retums.
The flanking sections of the parapet, including a pointed arch projection, end in a half scallop shell.

The James R. Hill Building is named after the Concord harmnessmaker who died in 1884 and whose
harness manufactory and retail shop occupied the site in the late 19th century. Established in
1842, the company was the maker of the “Concord Hamess” and formed an important portion of
Concord’s manufacturing industry in the late 19th century. In 1890 i00 to 150 skilled workmen
were employed. In 1902 the James R. Hill Company found itself in financial difficulties. As part
of the reorganization of the company the retail business was dropped and the former store was tom
down for a new commercial building which was to be rented out. The old building was tom down
in May 1902 and the present building was erccted by Hill’s children, led by Edson J. Hill. A brief
mention appearing in the Monitor on July 24, 1902 noted that the front of the James R. Hill
Building had been washed down and the staging removed, exposing one of the handsomest facades
in town. The F.W. Woolworth Co. occupicd the ground floor for over eighty years.

In 1984 the James R. Hill Building was rehabilitated as part of the Capital Plaza project. The
Centennial Block, which formerly stood just to the south, was replaced by a modern building and
much of the Hill Building was removed, retaining the facade.

83. Commercial Building, 69 North Main Street, ¢.1890. Contributing building.

This narrow infill structure just south of the State Block assumed its present appearance about
1890 when it was expanded from a single story to two stories. Above the first floor windows the
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individual brick corbels echo those scen on the adjacent State Block. The first floor siorefront is a
modcmn remodeling. The sccond floor s divided into four vertical panels with the central two
pancls projecting outward and mceting at a central point. There arc a pair of 1/] windows at the
center above recessed panels with recessed panels to the side. The frieze above the windows is
decorated by swags and dentils with a course of raised pancls above. The building is capped by a
flat roof.

The detailing on this building suggests that it w<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>